Prison Printing, ete,

appeared to be in the minds of weinbers—
it would be well for progress to be re-
ported.

Progress reported.

House adjourncd at 11,18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. ad read pravers.

QUESTION—PRISON LABOUR AND
PRINTING.

Mr. BATH asked the Treasurer: 1, Ix
the Mini~ter aware of the faet that there
are more men employed al the hookbinding
trade within Fremantle prison than are
emploved at the trade vutside the prison?!
2. 1= it a taet that £1L.000 wurth of print-
inz work has been given to the Fremantle
prison printing branch during the ex-
pived portion of the Hnaneial year? 3.
{hi what basis is the value of printing
work performed in the prison eomputed?

The TREASURER replied: 1. No.
Oue prisoner is employed on book-bind-
ing ot present, and two re-bindine prison
fibrary buoks, 2. No.  The value of
printne dene and in hand i £401 11s,
ad.. Ilﬂ]lt(—'ﬂ?]]till" material £201 19s. 4d.
and mhonre €199 1250 1d. [n addition,
eani~  Dhave  heen  cut and  printed
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for e Fiewantle Barbour Trust and
other departments to the value of £295
11s. 11d., representing material £110 3s.
2d. and labour £185 8s, 94. 3, The am-
ounts to be charged are fixed on the
hasis of eost of material and labour in
the Government Printing Office.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CQAL SCP-
PLY, COLLIE.

Mr. BROWXN asked the Minister for
Railways: In what proportion did he
recommend to the Government that their
order for Collie coal to be used on the
Raiiways during the ensuing year shoutd
be distributed amongst the four collieries?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Tt is not usual to make publie
any recommendation made by Ministers
to Cabinet, but in this ease, without de-
siving to create a precedent, I may inform
the hon. member that the alloeation was
entirely the result of the conszideration of
Cabinet after all the aspects of the case
had been eonsidered,

QUESTION — PHOSPHATIC
POSITS, STATE CONTROL.

Mr. WALKER asked the Minister for
Agriculture: In consideration of the fact
that the State will for all time require
mineral fertilisers, has the Government
wiven consideration to the advisabiliiy of
securing conirol of all phosphatie deposits
s0 as to avoid the control of the industry
falling into the hands of monopolists?

The PREMIER (for the Honorary
Minister} replied: Yes. The Lands
Tlepartment have for sume time past had
this under consideration; further, pro-
vision will be made in Crown grants of
leases reserviug Lo the Crown the richt
of these depesits in the same manner as
is the case with mineral deposits,

DE-

QUESTION — ROTTXNEST.
ACCOMMODATION.
Mr, ANGWIN asked the Premier: 1,
Does the Government intend to provide
hotel accommodation for visitors at Rott-
ne~t Island? 2, Have the Government

HOTEL
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sold or leased any portion of Rottnest
Tsland to any’ person for the purpose of
providing hotel accommodation? 3, Have
the Government under consideration an
applieation for the purchase or lease of
a portion of Rottnest Island from any
person? 4, If so, what is the name of
the person or persons?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. But
as soon as the improvements now being
earvied out by the prisoners are finished
it is proposed to elose the penal estab-
lishment and utilise the buildings for

public accommodation. 2, No. 3, No,
4, Answered by No. 3.
QUESTION — MEDICAT.  OFFICER

FOR PLAGUE.

Mr, ANGWIN asked the Premier: 1,
What are the duties of the Medieal Offi-
cer for Plagne? 2, Could not the duties
of this office be attached to the duties of
the District Medical Officer, Fremantle?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The
Medieal Officer for plague receives a re-
taining fee of £52 per annum fo advise

the CGovernmeut generally in  econnee-
tion with plague matters; to attend

patients  at Woodman's Point during
an outbreak of plague at a preseribed
fee; and when necessary to conduct bae-
teriological examinations of rats. 2,
This question is under consideration.

QUESTION — STATE  BATTERY,
LENNONVILLE,
Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: What was the estimated expendi-
ture necessary in order to repair the boiler

Intely in use at the Lennonville State
Battery?
The MINISTER FOR MINES ve-

plied: £200. The state of the boiler
did not justify this expenditure.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Bal-
ance-sheet of Fremantle CGovernment
Workshops for 1907-08.

By the Minister for Railways: 1. Re-
ports and Retuwrns under Seclions 54
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and 83 of “The Government Railways
Act, 1904."

BILLS (46)—THIRD READING,

Health  Amendment (No. 3), trans-
mitted to the Legislative Couneil.

Local Court Act Amendment, trans-
niitted to the Legislative Couneil.

Toads Closure, bransmiited to the Leg-
islative Couneil.

Five Brigades Aet Amendment, trans-
witted to the Legislaiive Couneil.

Fermanent  Reserves  Rededication,
passed.

Fremantle Disused Cemetery, passed.

BILL—HEALTIT ACT AMENDMENT
(No, 2). ‘
On motion by the Premier, Ovder of
the Day discharged.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) in moving the second reading
said: This amending Bill had passed an-
other place and its object is to amend the
existing Act. The introduction of this
measure has been asked by deputations
eonsisting of representatives of employ-
ees who seek employment through agencies.
Like other persons there are many men
employed in earrying on the business of
cmplovment bhrokers who are perfectly
trustworthy and who e¢an be relied jupon
to deal fairly with those in search of em-
ployment. On the other hand there are
those who are not too serupulous in(their
dealings with people in seareh of em-
ployment and eases have arisen where un-
serupulous hrokers have vietimised appli-
cants for empleyment hy the charges they
have made. The present Act does not
deal at all with the e¢harges in connection
with employment ohtained through hrok-
ers, and this Bill in Clauses 153, 16, and 17
Pprovides that a seale of chavges shall he
prominently exhibited in each employ-
meni broker’s office so that those who are
seeking the assisiance of the broker in
obtaining  employvment may know the
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exact asmount they are puing te pay.
and entirely what they are going to pay.
At the present ime it is left to the brok-
er’'s own sweet will to charge what he
likes, nor is he oblized to exhibit any
charges. Under this amending Bill he
will have to exhibit his eharges and to
«deposit with the Minister a copy thereof;
and showld at any time an alteration
be made in  those charges e
must also  deposit with the Minister
a copy of the altered Ilist. The
penalty for the non-observance of these
pravisions is in a sum not fo exceed £20.
Clause 17 provides that no broker can
contraei himself oui of the liability im-
pused upon him under this measure; he
can make no arrangements with anyone
m search of employment, whereby these
provisions shall not apply to the contract
between them. Clause 9, I should have
mentioned, empowers the mspector of
factories to objeet to the issue of a
licence. At the present time this can be
done by the police, but it was felt to be
desirable that the inspector of factories
should have the same power. In Clause
25 provision is made to ensure the giving
of corvect information by the employment
broker as fo the situaton which an appli-
cant may be desirons of faking. Af pre-
sent the department has veason to believe
that in certain eases—fovtunately it is the
exception and not the rule—but in some
cases there haz been misrepresentation,
involving considerable suffering to those
who have been seeking employment. This
clause makes it an offence te knowingly
give incorrect information. This amend-
ing Bill also gives power to the Minister
to make regulations. These are necessary
in order to secure proper returns from
the brokers as to the business they may
have been doing, and in respect of
any incuirtes whieh it may be desirable
to make in the interests of the public.
Regulations to be made under the Bill will
enable the Minister to insist upon the keep-
ing of certain books by the employment
broker. I think I have fully explained
the object of this short Bill, and 1 am
sure no one ean take exeeption to the
very reasomable provisions therein con-
tained. We have to recognise that many
people seeking  employment, espeeially
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dorestie servants, are not versed i busi-
ness matters and that certain restrictions
should be made ou their hehalf. T trust
the measure will be allowed to go through
without amendment. I have pleasure in
moving the second reading.

My. BATH (Brown Hill): This rea-
sure, although not very different from the
Aect which it is sought le amend or re-
place, has certain new clauses which mark
a departure in the Bill.  Tn 1wy opinion
the Government might just as well have
zone the whole hog, as il were, anil taken
pewer under the Bilk for the Gtovernor-in-
Council to preseribe a maximum seale of
fees to be charged by the amplovinent

broker. There is a provision in the New
Zealand Act which confers this power.

Section 15 of the New Zealand Servants’
Registry Oifice Aect, 1903, reads as fol-
lows:— '
“The Governor-in-Council may from
tine to time preseribe a maximumn
scale of fees, chargeable by and pay-
able to licence-holders in respert of
the engagement of persons in search
of employment.”
If the fees chavged in this State ave ex-
orbitant, it is no redress or nn advan-
tage to the person szeeking employment
that the particulars of the -exorbitant
scale of fees have o he posted in a promi-
nent posiiion at the office of the broker,
seeing that they have to payv the fees just
the same, While it may have the ¢ffect of
preventing the broker from taking advan-
tage of a servant somewhat zimple an:
ignorant of the conduet of affairs. nad
charging perhaps a higher fee ihan that
charged to others more wide-awake. still
the great grievance with those who use
these vegistry offices, is that the fees
are altogether too high; and in nearly
every instanee brought under my notice
on the goldfields the whole barden of pay-
ing those fees was imposed upon the per-
son seeking employment, who perhaps
was the least able fo beav it. There is
another matter in the Bill before us:
that is in regard to the licence fees to be
charzed the employment brokers. So far
at least as our experience goes, the pro-
vigions which have been inserted in this
Bill will amply ensure the good conduct
and respectability of employment hrokers,
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They will act as a check against mal-
practices or misrepresentation. That be-
ing 20 I fail to see the reasan why we
ghouhl charge s0 high a fee as £3 for an
emiplevmeni hroker’s licence, It seems to
me that a tee of £1 would he ample; and
it i= iy intention when in Committee to
move that the fee be reduced to £1. There
is still anoiher point. In Western Aus-
tralia we shonld do what they have done
in New Zealand. We should so improve
the Government Labowr Bureau, so éxtend
the wHuence of that justitntion that the
wark of finding employment eould  be
widely  expanded  and a systematic ar-
rangemen! made hy which those out of
emplovmient coulil he transterred in thoze
diztriers wheve emplovment  was  avail-
able with the least possible loss of time
and inesmvenience. It this were done
the privaie registry office, with its abuses
and evilz, would eradually diminigh; and
the fime would come when, without any
altempt to penalise privale employment
brokers ihe Government Lahomn Burean
would meet all requtirements, hath of per-
s seeking  emplovment  and of em-
plovers seeking labour.  Of course we
have a Goverement Lahour Burean n
Perth, with offices {hiroughont the eountry;
bni  there have been many  ecomplaints
made againgt that institution, and te-day
we liave a motion on the Notice Paper,
under which the member for Guildford
seeks an ingquiry in respect to the griev-
ances, real or allewed, charged againgt the
Government Lahour Burean. With the
amendmeni which it is my intention fo
maove when in Committee T will readily
suppart the Bill,
Quesiion put and passed
Bill veadd a second time,

In Commitlee,
Mr. BDaglish in the Chaiv: the Mimister
for Warks in charee of the Bill.
Clansges 1 to 1d—agreed to.
15—List of

Clauze charges  fto  be

posted :
Mr. BATH woved—
That  the  following  paragraph be

added :—* The Governor-in-Council may
from time to lime prescribe @ mari-
mum scale of fees ehargeable by and

tn Committee.

payable (o Neence-holders in respect of
the engagemeni( of persons in search of
employment,””

it was, he thooght, advisable that the
Government should fix the fees. If, under
the Bill, the emplovinent brokers were
to prove reasonable in their demands such
provisien might not require to be put into
operation; but without it it might yet be
found necessary to re-introduce the
measure, involving considerable waste of
fime,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
When first the Bill was introdnced in

another place it had contained a provision
to the same effect as that proposed by
the Leader of the Opposition. However,
if the matter were carefully considered
it would be seen that it would he scareely
fair to impose upon any repufable trader
carrying on business a vestrietion of this
sort.

AUy, Taylor: They do it in New Zea-
land.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS:
The point was that another place had
amended the Bill as we now found it.
The publie exhibition of the lists of
charges and competition would tend to
keep the charges at abouf a fair and réa-
sonable level at which an employment
broker inight make a veasonable living.
It would he useless for a man to expaose in
his office a set of charges considerahly
higher than those ruling among the ma-
Jority of employment hrokers. Tn view
of the attitude of the Couneil the hon.
member should not press the amendment.

Mr. TAYLOR: The amendment proe-
posed by the Leader of the Opposition
had been passzed in New Zealand in 15895;
and that it had continuned in operation
sinee that date showed that it must have
worked no hardship and that it was hene-
ficial, for it would not have stood the
test of time had it heen nbjectionable.
But the Minister was much wvppozsed not
o to the wording of the amendment as
te the fear of a rebuff from annther place.
Ti was time to bid the devil gond-day when
we met him, and it was a zign of weak-
ness on the part of the Minister In fear
ihe strength of another place.
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The Minister for Works: T think that
ihe same resnit will be obtained by the
clanse as it stands,

A TAYLOR: OF course, if (hey were
all reputable people in this business there
would he no need for the Bill, but the
trouble was that there were people in the
Fremantle caol who were ladiez and
gentlemen compared with some of these
employment brokers, Individuals had ve-
peatedly compliined about the treatment
ihey received from them. Tt was putting
no indignity on the reputable section by
fixing a seale of fees. Putting a penal
clause in a Bilf was not a Dlow against
upright people.  The Minister elaimed
these employment brokers were reputable
people.

The Minister for Waorks: I gaid there
were some reputable men among them.

Mr. TAYLOR: Very few; if counted
up the “sum” would not be two figures.
It was a most scandalously conducted
business, For rascality it was next to
the husiness of pawnbroking. The amend-
nmient  which meant the inelusion of the
provision  from  the New Zealand Aet
would make this Bill up-to-date.

Mr. UNDERWOUOD : Tt was with eon-
siderable diffidence  one supported the
amendmen! in opposition to another place,
but he wonld take the risk. He admitted
the Council’s mandate had gone forth,
and that il was for the Assembly to vhey;
hut seeing this was a serious matter, we
might supplicate 1he Conncil to pass the
amendment. The member for JMount
Margaret was right in claiming that these
repufable people came next to pawn-
brokers. 1f he were asked for a classi-
fieation he would say racecowrse touts
eame third, These employment hrokers
had no compunetion whatever in taking
a man’s last shilling and sending him out
into ithe bush to a job that never existed,
and they applied the same nefarions prae-
tice 1o a wgreafer exient to domestic ser-
vants. We would not err in putting strin-
geni clau=es into a Bill relating to these
people.  His experience was that they
charvzed what they thought they eounld
get.

The Minister for Works: They have o
submii their scale of charges.
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Mro Batl: Bur shey will make a com-
hine.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The fact ihat
they had done it in the past was sufficieni
proof that they would do it in the future
unless a scale of charges was made by
the Governmeng.

The MINISTER FOR YWORKS :
The member fur Mount Margaret at some
future date might take up one of these
employinent agencies, and it would he an
indignily Foy a gentleman of the hon.
memnber’'s reputation if we were to say
Lhat his scale of rharges was to be so and
0. Of course, 1l was alwavs desirable
te lumit the charges made by disreput-
able people; but in this class of business
there was a section of reputable imen and
their seale of charges would be drawn
up, and the “sharks” so eloquently spoken
of by members would have to ecompete
with the charges drawn up by the reput-
ahle  hrokers; itherefore the reputable
brokers wounld rule the charges in the
There was no competition now,
hecause an applicant going into a broker's
office did not know what he was to be
charged, there being no obligation to ex-
hibit any scale of fees. Ie did not de-
sire o see the Bill jeopardised, and hou-
estly thonght the elause as it stond had
practically (he same effect as that zought
by the Teader of the Oppesition. The
centleman whe amended the Bill in the
Council was one we all respected, one
who would not play info the hands of the
unworthy, and one who thought of the
reputaile people in the business, and that
it wounld be an indignity on them to say
to them, “Yon shall only charge so mueh.”

Mr. Underwood: We say it to cabmen.

AMy. COLLIER: Tn every walk of life
charges were fixed. Was it an indigmty
to the employers of lahour when through
the Arbitration Court we fixed the wages
they should pay? Was it an insult fo the
reputable lawver that we laid it down
that he should charge only certain fees?
There were only aboni half a dozen em-
ployment hrokers in the Uity, and con-
sidering the fact thal they had come to
an understanding as to charges hefore an
Act of Parliament fixed a scale. there was
na donbi they would come to an under-
standine  if  ihe Bill were hrought inte
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operation. Scandalous instances of injus-
tices perpetrated by sueh people had been
brought under his notice.  The preseat
pracrice was to  charge half a  week’s
wiges for a situation, and it happened
frequently that employment hrokers sent
men and women jo situations for which
they knew the applicanis were in no wise
suited, as before very loug the applicants
would be haek again with another fee try-
ing to tind another place. With regard
to 1ihe aclion expected to be taken by
another place as to the amendinent, surely
members were not afraid to adopt a cer-
tain course merely hecause it wight not
meet with the approval of the other
braneh of the Legislature. The sug-
gested amendment had worked well in
New Zealand and Vietoria for very many
vears, and should be tried here.

Mr. HEITMANN: The amendment
should he passed. HRecenily several cases
“where domestic servants had heen vieti-
mised by the agents had been brought
under his notice. There was one ease in
partieutar in which a supposedly reput-
able firm, after receiving a fee of half a
guinea, sent a givl to a situation.  The
position did not suil, and she called at the
oftice agmin later on, and had to pay a fee
of 10s Gd. before they informed her that
ihere was another sifuation vacant whieh
wounld snit her. After the money had been
paid =he Tearnt that the vaeant sitnation
was the very mne she had just left. Striet
regulations should be framed for the con-
trol of these offices. Many cases had oc-
curred where servants had been sent from
the City to situations on the Murchison,
and on arrival there, had found they were
not such that a respectable girl could
work in.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
s amended agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 26—agreed to.

Progress reported.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Additional
by-laws, Yilgarn Road Board.
ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 21st January, Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.
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Department of Mines (Hon.
gory, Minister).

Vaote—Geological Survey, £6,522:

Mr, HUDSOXN : When progress was re-
ported on ihe previous day, he was deal-
ing with the suhjeet of assisting geological
schools in the Ravenstherpe and Kundip
distriets. Mueh good work in the direc-
tion of gaining information as to the
geological eonditions of these districls
had heen obtained, and it would he wise
if in many districls of the State there
were similar schools with the objeet in
view of teaching the prospectors and
others something about the theory of their
work.  Last vear the sum of £30 was
placed on the Bstimales for this particu-
lar school, but was not expended. 1fe
hoped the Minister wounld allow the sum
to be spent in the current vear,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
wis a good idea to establish these geologi-
cal schools in  the mining distriets, but
their success to a great extent depended
upon there being those in a distriet who
took an active interest in geologieal su-
vey work. and would assist in working
up these small schools. Tf the Staie
Mining Engineer recommended that the
amount should be given, he would be glad
to eontinue the poliey, as the work would
be of great value lo prospeetors.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Geclogical De-
partment should pay more atiention f{o
the praetical portion of the work, At
present there was too much regard for
technicalities. Tf the riiners in the vari-
ous parls of the State were shown the
exaelt position of affairs in  eonnection
with geological formation in & manner
which they conld understand, an excellent
work would be achieved. The present
work was altogether too highly scientific.
There were several excellent geolngists in
the department who were men of great
experience, and if they went inte the
various centres and gave practical illus-
trations to the prospectors and miners as
to the best way to work lodes and leads,
the result would he most beneficial, not
only to the men, but to the State gener-
ally. It was all very well to prepare
these highly scientific reports if they were
needed for sending away to other coun-
tries, but what we wanted was, for the

H. Gre-
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geologists, whe had a practical knowledge
of the work of mining, io give actual
lustrations (o the winers as o the best
way of working, and explain to them the
theoretical bhraneh of thetr work in a
manner that could easily be understood.
At one fime members were sapplied with
the reports of the geolopists, but at the
present time they saw nothing of them.
Speaking for himself he looked forward
to receiving reporis from the different de-
partments, for, when fravelling through
the districis the reports, espeeially those
of the geologists, were found to be very
useful.

The Minister for Mines: Do you not
get all the reports that are issued?

Mr. HOLMAXN: Only one or two
reached him new and not only had the
reports of the geologists heen stopped but
the reports of othev officers and even the
Government Gazette was not sent to him
now. The returns of the Mines Depart-
ment were published quarterly in the
Gazetie and that was information that he
liked to have.

The Minister for Mines: Surely hen.
members received the Government Gaz-
ette?

Mr. HOLMAN : No, that had been
stopped also. He did not see why mem-
bers should be ealled upon to pay fLor the
Government Gazelie,

The Minister fur Mines: It should eer-
tainly be sent.

Mr. HOLALAN : He was of apinion that
very mueh betler wurk would result if
some of these geologists instead of writing
s0 much seientific malter gave the mining
conmunity something to read which they
could understand. In fhis way the de-
partment eould be made muech more
useful than it was. With regard to
assays, more assistance might be given in
that department. In travelling through
the country he had found on more than
one oceasion that men bad samples of ore
that they desired to have assayed.

The JMinisler for Mines: There is no
ceountry in the world doing as much as
we are in that direetion.

Mr. HOLMAN: We could not do too
mueh for mining in Western Ausiralia.

The Minister for Mines: T am talking
about free assays alone.
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Mr. HOLMAN: In connection with
these free assays so much had fu be
done in connection with the application
which had to be forwarded to the de-
partment that many men were prevent-
ed from sending down their ore. As
far as the new fields were eoncerned,
the Minister should instruct the geolo-
wists {o point out to the miuvers the most
practical way to pick up lodes. The
veports  which were written and the
maps and the drawings which were at-
1ached, were he admitted of very great
velng but were not understood by the
ordinary man and something simpler,
something which conld be readily un-
derstood ought to be prepared by the
depariment. He hoped the Minister
would make inquiries as to why bon.
members werc not receiving these ve-
ports.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Free
assays were carried ont by the Geolo-
rical Department and by the School of
Mines. He was not in possession of the
fizures showing the number of free as-
says that were carried out last vemr by
the Cleolagical Department. har  the
School of AMines alone earried out 493
for prospectors. The department also
carvied out free examinations uof ore,
subject to certain eonditions. A person
whe made a discovery was asked to give
the loeaiion of that discovery, noi ne-

cessavilv the exaet spot, and not ue-
eessarily for publieation. It was not
right, however, that the department

should confinuonsly earry out all assays
for everybody free of charge. If ihey
did that there wounld be no need for
publie assayers in the State. The de-
partment however desired to do every-
thing it possibly eculd in the direetion
of assisting prospectors. but there was
no eounutry in the world which did so
much as Western Australia in that di-
reetion. He was reading a report from
California reeently and from thai he
found that in no case did they carry out
assays free of charge. TIn conneetion
with the issue of geological rveports and
reports from other depariments it was
the rule to supply every member with
ecpies.
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v, Underwood: 1 have never received
the report on the Pilbara district by Mr.
Montgomery.

The MINISTER 1'OR MINES: In-
struetions would be given on Monday
that all reports should be sent to hon,
members. He was under the impression
that they received them all.

Mr, Walker: XNot even the Govern-
ment Gazetle,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Many
members did not want the Government
Guzette.  He would give an assurance
that all the publications of the Mines
Department at any rate would be sent
to hon. members. With reference to the
Geological Department  generally, he
could not claim to have any special know-
ledge .of what should be the duties of
a department of that sort.  The depart-
ment under Mr. Maitland was essenlially
very highly scientifie, and Mr. Maitland
elaimed that the work should eontinue
to he highly secientifie, and that they
should eontinue the work of examining
varvious parts of the State, the varvious
classes of rocks, the question of disin-
tegration, and the disturbances of those
vocks. It had been generally recoguised
that the work of this department had
heen of wonderful assistance {o Lhe
mining industry here. That work was
anvthing but complete and last year the
department unfortunately had been at
a disadvantage through the absence of
Mr. Maitland from the State. He con-
curred with hon. members that we
should try as far as possible to have
the reports published in such a way that
they would appeal to the ordinary in-

dividual. Tt wus useless reading a re-
port if one did not understand iis
phraseology.  The speeial object the

Government had when they appointed
a State Mining Engineer was that he
should go about fhe country, prepare re-
ports witiv regacd to each district that
he travelleg titrough, and if possible to
wive what assisianee he counld to pros-
peetors.  There were many old fields in
the State which were deserving of some
atiention at the present time. If we
could get hold of seme person, not only
with technieal iknowledge but with prac-
tical experience. to go throngh these dis-
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iricts, obrain tire old reports and learn
something aheut the develepment work
which hadt been done there, and then
write smali articles or prepare a pamph-
lel showing wiar had been the hislory
of those old fields when first discovered;
by adopting a plan of this description
a great deal of rood would result. Mem-
bers would know that some 10 or 12
vears aga a larae amount of shallow
mining was done throughout the State
and when it came (o crushing poor
slone, the charges being from 20s. to 40s.
per ton, earting being expensive, and
the eost of living heing expensive
aleo, the workings were obandoned.
Abouf 12 months ago he had instructed
the State Mining Engineer to see if it
wonld not he possible to get hold of some
aualified person who could go round the
old distviets with a view to writing up
their reeords and collating all the informa-
tionn that could be obtained with regard
to their early history. That idea had not
veb been lost sight of. What was wanted
was a report such as the State Mining
Bngineer himself might write; a report
showing seientifie knowledge and praeti-
cal experience, and vel written as one
man would write to auother. The Geo-
logical Tepartment had published a great
many valnable pamphlets last vear, and
he would he very sorry indeed to have to
instruet Mr. Maitland to depart from the
course which that gentleman had mapped
out for himself.

Mr. HOLMAN: All would agree with
the Minister that it was very necessary
that reports of the highest scientific cha-
racier should he available for perusal by
seientists and geologists in other parts of
the world. At the same time some eon-
sideration ought to be given to the local
penple engaged in the industvy,. Would
it not be possible for the department to
iszue separate reports, one for lhe seien-
tists and the other for the men on the
workings? He kanew many old centres in
this State on which there were scores of
properties ihat in the old days had re-
turned as high as 30 dwts. and 2 oz to
the ton. There was nothing to show that
these properties could not be again profit-
ably worked. But the people who might
be prepared te work them had ne idea
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of where to sfart, nor, in fael. could it
easily be determined which of these old
abandoned workings had been rich and
which would he seareely worth while
bothering about. If returns could be se-
cured. reliable and couched in simple
langnage, it wounld lead to the opening wp
of old properties, with a result that might
possibly revolutionise the industry. Many
of these properties had heen abandoned,
not &0 mueh becanse of the high costs
that ruled in the early days as becanse of
some newer and more promising find, to
which the prospectors had rushed off.
The compiling of the histories of fhese
places could result in nothing but good.

Mr. WALKER: With a view to se-
euring information he would ask whether
the work of the Geologieal branch was
purely eonfined io mining matters, or
whether the State Geologist ‘had other
duaties to perform in regard to geologieal
research and investigations? Again, was
Lhat officer and his departmentexclusively
under the control of the Minister for
Mines?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
department was under his eontrol, but iis
work was not confined exclasively fo min-
ing. For instance, when a dispute had
arisen in conneetion with the initial work
at Mundaring Weir, Mr. Maitland had
made a geological examination of ihe
eite and reported fo the Works Depart-
ment. Aeain, Mpe. Maitland  frequently
had occasion to report fo the Lands De-
partment as to certain mineralised areas
cecurring in agrienttural distriets. How-
ever, this work was always done under the
e¢ontral of the Miuisler for Mines.

Mr. WALKER: Was the sysiem not
unsatisfactory?- For instance, if a phos-
phatic bed were io be discovered—a mai-
1er of world-wide interest—Mr, Maitiand
wauld be engaged upon the necessary ex-
amination.  Buti, supposing that at the
same time the Minister for Mines wanied
him for certain important mining work,
io which would the Government Geologist
first give attention? Ii might be that
the Minister for Mines would consider
that the mining work was of the greater
importance, although as a matter of faet,
most people would give precedence to
the phosphatic discovery. TFor the niilisa-

[22 Javuary, 1909.]

Committee of Supply. 1607

tinn of i} natural wanures might creaie
untold wealth to the State.  The very
possibility of such divided duty was un-
satisfactory. Clenrly the Mines Depart-
wment should have a geologieal staff of its
own’'to deal exclusively with mining work;
in addition to which there ought to he a
second weological staff at the service of
the State for general purposes. There
were two or more separaie branches of
geology, and W was not every geologist
who was aw foit with every branch of his
seience,

The Minister for Mines .
he done in the one office.

Mr. WALKER: XNot necessurily. The
zeolomist would he of as much service to
the farmer in opening up new pathways
in agrienltural development as he wus to
the miner.

The Premier @ An amalvst would be of
mare value Lo e farmer,

Mr. WALKER : There were wmany
ihings, socl as the analysis of rocks and
kindred matters, that were dealt with by
the gealogist. There could he no ques-
tion of greater importance than loeating
subterranean water supplies.  In  1his
direction the zenlogist eould save a uvent
deal of muney to the Stale. as he nnw did
i indicafing where it would be useless
to mine for gold.  But that would he ovut-
side the sphere of the Mines Departinent,
and there was gqnite enough work for a
braneh distinetly confined fo mining and
aftached to the Mines Department. mher
moiters being attached generally o the
veolozy of the State, We had oo proper
geological survey of the State.  There
was nothing known definitely ax to this
conntev's age. Information of that cha-
raeter might have some bearing :a: future
development, and ir could not be effec-
tively secured if the geologizt wa= at the
beck and eall of every branch off the pub-
lic service. There was ample wirk for a
braneh attached in the Mines Depariment
to keep it going for years. Cld workinus
might he examined and perhap= renpened
with considerable profit to the State.

The Minisler for Mines: Take the dis-
covery of telluride at Muolgahbie, for in-
siance; that might he followed «ut.

AMr., WALEKER: Tt was unfortunate
there were no reports or docnments issned

It should al
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from that department laid on the Table
this session. These documents were most
interesting and most valuable, and gener-
ally were not in that ¢lass of language
that ope auxious to stody mining would
find dry or obscure. It was to be hoped
we would have a supply regularly in the
future. :

Mr. BUTCHER : Certainly more atten-
tion should be paid to this particular
phasze of the mining question. We could
not too highly appreeiate the advantages
to be gained from dividing the work of
the Geological Department. It was re-
ported eight or nine years ago that there
was a possibility of a large area of artes-
ian water existing in our Northern aveas,
and he had been instrumental in indueing
the Government to make certain tests.
The present Minister, who was then in
charge of the departinent, placed a swmall
sum on the Estimates for the work, and it
was earried out, and geologists were after-
wards sent outb to define the boundaries of
the ariesian basin, giving those engaged
in pastoral pursnits an opportunity of
further testing it after the Government
had proved the existence of the supply.
Tt was absolutely impossible to gauge the
value to the State at the present moment
of the work then done. There was a
Inrue area of eountry in the Northern
portion of the State of a Carboniferous
formation, e had urged the Govern-
ment on several oceasions to let a geolo-
gist to go oul to that country, to aseertain
whether it was worth while making tests
to see if the country carried coal deposits.
This distriet was away from the coast,
but 1t was close to some valuable iron de-
posits, and was of enormous extent. If
it was shown that it was worth while mak-
ing tests by horing or otherwise, the value
to the State might be enormous.

The Minister for Mines: I hope next
month fo have the report of the examin-
ation of all that field.

Mr. BUTCHER: It was regrettable
that the reports promised were not avail-
able.

The Minister for Mines:
is not yet to hand.

Mr. BUTCHER: It was to be hoped
that I™is was woing to lead to some dis-
covery of value to tlie North as well as

The report
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the State generally. A friend of his,.
who had visited different parts of Amer-
iea where large oil deposits existed, ex-
pressed the opimion that parts of our
Northern country were absolutely identi-
cal with the Ameriean country, and that
there was every indication of oil being
found. If we had a braneh of the Geo-
logieal Department for the specific pur-
pose of exploring or otherwise investi-
gating reports like this that were made
from time to time, the best results might
be obinined. He hoped the Government
would shortly. see their way to set aside
a vote for the purpose.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister conld not
fail to he impressed with the need for the
geologieal reports getting into the hands
of those anxious to go out prospeciing,
The Minister would remember that early
last year some prospectors from the East-
ern fields on the way to the North-West
were surprised to know thab the Geolog-
ical Depaviment conld supply the infor-
mation they furnished in their reports
They had no knowledge these reports
were issued from time to time. There
wag much in the reports of benefit to the
prospectors, and it was unfortunate they
were not to hand now as they were for-
merly. Another thing, members did not

receive the Gazelte they formevly re-
ceived.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

Mr. TAYLOR: Prospeectors should he
furnished with the geological reports
which would he of great value to them
wlien going through the back country.
They would he able from the reports to
obtain knowledge as to the most likely
loealities for prospecting for gold and
otlier metals. These reports should be
furnished te the prospectors, when ap-
plied for, free of charge, for a very few
finds would more than pay the cost.
Every consideration should he given by
the departmental officials to exploit fur-
ther the natural resources of the country,
and the officers should be utilised to the
full in the interests of the State.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was generally
known that almost the whole of {he North-
West was mineral-bearing, bui up to the
present the country had uat received the
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attention from the State geologists which
tt deserved. Mr. Gibb Maitland had been
throngh the Pilbara distriet and made a
fairly exhaustive survey. but the trip of
the State Mining Enginear while useful
to a certain extent was too shorlt for
him thovoughly to attend te so large a
distriet. A geologist should be siationed
in the northern part of the State. There
were four geologists, and all were localed
in the South, whereas if one were sent
to the North, most beneficial resulis would
follow. There were thousands of miles
of mineral country in the North which
had not been visited by white men. One
of the difficulties experienced by persons
up fthere, was to find out the value of
minerals that might be et with. Stone
could be sent to the Geological Depart-
ment for assay, but this work would be
greatly facilitated if an assayer and geol-
ogist were stationed nearer at hand. The
North-West would yet be the great min-
eral part of the State, particularly in re-
gard to the baser metals.

Mr. HEITMANN: While recognising
the importance of the department. still,
it was frequently found that the pros-
peetors gave more information to the
reologists, than they received from them.
At the same time, however, he must
speak highly of the work of the depart-
ment and he did not agree with the
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman)
when he said that but little information
was published by the officials. Pamph-
lets which had been issued by the geo-
logists were full of information and of
the greatest importance.

Mr. Collier: Where can you get them?

Mr. HEITMANN: At the Mines De-
partment. He had never expsrienced
any difficulty in being aupplied with all
the information available as te reolo-
pieal work., A report isswed by My,
Woodward was very imteresting and full
of information. Anmong other  thines
it shnwed that there were very many
old properties in  Western _\ustralia.
witieh had been negleeted in the past
owinz to ihe cost of treatment. With
regard to these shows. there was no
doubt many of them would new prove to
be very valuable propositions if taken
up and worked. With regard to the as-
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say branch of the department, there
might well be an enlargement of the

seope of work. At present free assays
were made under certain conditions, but
this conventenee had not been very
larzely availed of as only about 400
prospectors took advantage of it last
vear. Was it not possible for the de-
partment to assay for the general pub-
lic at the eost price? At present it was
necessary very frequently for prospee-
tors to obtain an independent assay of
their sands. On the Murchison it was
difficult at times to get sands assayed
and if the department could assay
samples at cost price and let the fact be
known to the praspectors, it would be
taken advantage of to a very great ex-
tent. If assistance were given in that
direction considerable benefit to the in-
dustry generally would follow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With
regard to the question raised by the
member for Kanowna as to the advis-
ableness of appointing a geologist at the
Lands Department or at the Agrieul-
tural Department, the matler was one
entirely for those departments to deal
with. If either of those departinents
considered that they required a $pecial-
ist fo deal with geolegieal work, that
work should be earried out under the
control of (he Government Geologist.
With regard to assays whenever any
person sent the Departiment any rock
for analysis or determination, as long as
it was from a new district or it was a
new discovery, under ordinary eireun-
stances the department would treat that
free. Beyond that he did not think they
could verv well go.  The member for
Pilbara had rveferred to the exiended
tour through the whole of the Pilbara
ficld matle by the Government Cleologist.
The Government Geologist cecupied three
winter seasons in earrying out this tour
amd a most exhaustive report on  the
whole of 1hat eountry from  Bambao
Croek through 20-mile Sandy. Nullagine
and Roebourne was the rvesuli. In addi-
tion last vear lhe Government (eoluist
started from Carnarvon and went
thronsh the XNorth-Western portion of
the State to North of Onslow. The pro-
zramme of the Government Geologist
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this year included an examination of
West Pilbara, then South to Meeka-
tharra and if possible ihe Murchison
Goldfields generally. In addition to
the reports presented by Mr. Maitland
on the Pilbara field the department had
a veport from the State Mining Engi-
neer.
Mr.
report.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yet
it was of exceding value to anyone who
was desirous of prospecting  in  that
conntry. It was not his intentiom to
lose sight of the neeessity of lhaving
printed reports whieh might be of as-
siginnee in conneetion with the opening
ap of abandoned shows. There was one
thing that was hadly needed in eonnee-
tion with the Mines Departmeni  and
that was a mning bureau, an office
where information eonld be readily ob-
tained hy the public. There had heen
no possibility of establishing one in the

Underwood: Tt was a galloping

present building. If there were a hur-
ean it would be necessary to make it
compulsory for all reports to he sent
there,

Mr. Heitmann: Thex have that
New Zealand,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
tullest information available was want-

ed to give to the pmblie.  He vegrerted
that he had not been able to establish
this institution; it was a work for the
future.  With regard to the Geologieal
Department he was satisfied that under
the control of M. Maitland we would
have in a few years time the whole of
the auriterous aveas properly mapped
out and it would then he found that the
wark whiech had been done by that
branch of the Mines Department would
be of very great valne to the conniry.

Tiem, Draftsman, £180:

Mr. HEITMANN: There was a funt-
note lo he read in connection with this
iiem which showed that this officer was
also in reeeipt of £150 as Sergeant-at-
Arms in the Legislative Assembly. What
were the duties of this officer who ve-
ceived one part of his salary from the
Tegislative Assembly and the other part
from the Geological Department?
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The Minister for Mines: This iz a proe-
tice which has been carvied out for the
past 10 or 12 years.

My, HEITMANN: The work could be
hetter carried out if it were separated and
given to two officers. It stood to reason
that the Sergeant-at-Arms, after having
spent many hours in the Legislative As-
sembly wounld not he able to do justice to
a day’s work in the Geological Depart-
ment. He worked in the Assewbly for
wany hours on geveral days of the week.

My, " Seaddan: Seventeen hours some-
iintes.

The Minister for Uines: He has to
make up the houwrs at the Geological De-
Partinent.

Mr. HEITMANN:
was swealing this offieer.
Vate pul and passed.
Vote—Tuspection of Machinery, £6,502:

Mr. TAYLOR: The file of papers
dealing with the permif which had been
aranled to Mr. Brimage was in his pas-
sesgion and it dizelused  ecertain things
which he intended 1o place before the
Commitiee.  Mr. Brimage was granted
two permits by the inspector of mines for
the driving of an engine. The first per-
wit  was granted on the understanding
thar Mr. Brimage should submit himself
Jater on for examimation. Mr. Brimage
refused or neglected to go  before the
hoard aud at the expiration of his first
ferm he renewed s applieation for zix
months™ extension.  The inspeeior of
mines opposed the applieation  hecause
Mr. Brimage biroke the conditions under
which the permit was granted and as
manager of the mine he also Violated cer-
tain rules and regulations under the In-
spection of Aachinery Aet by allowing
someone named Keegan io raize and lower
men working below, Keegan did not even
have a permii and he was a man who had
practically no knowledge of the business
of engine-driver. 'The inspector af nines
and Mr. Brimage apparently did not et
on well (ogether. The inspector helieved
that the reason why Mr. Brimage was
riding so high a horge was hecauze he was
a member of the Legislalive Council. and
a personal friend of the Minister for
Mines. In the end the inspector had sued
Mr. Brimage for his offence against the

Then the House
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Act.  The inspector had since declaved
that he had received instructions from the
Mine: Depariment in Perth not to put
Mr. Brimage to any unnecessary expense,
amd only to ask for a neminal penalty.

The Minisier for Mines: Mr. Brimage
acknowledged the offence, and all we
wanted wag a nominal penalty.

AMr. TAYLOR: That acknowledgment
had ‘been made only after a great deal of
discussion and many communications he-
tween the inspector wid the head oflice. So
strong a case had the inspector presented
that Mr. Brimage had no option but to
acknowledge his offence. Had he de-
fended the action and the inspector
pressed it Mr. Brimage must have losi
his ease. The inapector had told him (M.
Taylor) thai Mr. Brimage had gone tu
Perth and interviewed the Minister, and
that as a result it had been arranged that
Mr. Brimage should plead guiliy, in whiel
event the department would only ask for
a nominal penalty. But before all this
had heen fixed up the inspector had con-
sulted solicitors, although on hearing that
the case was not to be pressed he natur-
ally had ceased his vigilance in the matter.
The very fact of AMr. Rrimage pleading
guilty could only be accepted as full justi-
fication for the ingpector’s action in pro-
secnting him. The inspeetor had declared
that when Warden Burl came to the
court to hear the ense he had bid good-
day te Mr, Brimage and had taken him
into one of the rooms ai the hack of the
cowrt, where they remamed unil the
eourt opened.  The inspector of mines
had eomplained of this, and in his repout
Warden Buri had admitted it, explaining
that he and Mr. Brimage had not heen
discuszing the ease. Then when the case
was called on Mr. Brimage had handed np
a letter to the warden, saving fhat he had
received it from the Mines Department in
Perth, where it had been determined that
the charge should not be pressed. Having
read that letter the warden had fined My,
Brimage 5s. on each of two charges. Pre-
sumably because they knew of the turn
affairs had taken, and concluded that
their presence in court wonld not he re-
quired, the solicitors engaged by the in-
speetor of mines had not put in an ap-
pearance.
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[
The Ministei

fur Mines: How would
they know that the case was not fo be
pressed?

Mr. TAYLOR: In all probability Mr.
Brimage had foolishly given it out lo the
penple of JMaleohn that he was on velvet,
and that he was not going to he bluffed
by Alr. Beaumont, the inspector. He
(Mr. Tavlor) had been told that Mr
Brimage had boasted that he was in a
position to get the inspector the “sack.”

Mr. Collier: That was because he was
a M.L.C.

Mr, TAYLOR: Az a member of one
branch of the Legisiature Mr, Brimage
wight have thought that that ciremustace
would help him. He (Mr. Taylor) knew
that Mr. Brimage had boasted that not
alone would le get vut of the difficulty,
but that he would get another permit and,
moreover, get the ingpector moved,

My, Collier: He was a gomd prophet,
for lhe got the second permit.

M. TAYLOR : It was true that he had
zot the second permit, notwithstanding
that the inspector had opposed the ap-
plication on the score that the first per-
mit had been granted on the understand-
ing that Mr. Brimage would come up for
examination, whieh he had failed to de.
In spite of this the Minister had taken
it on himself to grant the second permit.
But the point he {(Mr. Taylor) wished to
make  was  that  beeause the solicitor-
engared by the ingpector were not in
couri the warden had declined to allow
any costs; and  so  Mr. Brimage, afrer
having broken the law and broken his
word too, had pleaded guilty and had
been fined only 5s. on each of iwo charges
without eosts.

The Minister for Mines: The soliciior
takes his inztrnction from the person wio
engages him.

Mr. TAYLOR: After the case had
been heard Meszrs. Maxwell, solicitors of
Leonora, had put a bill in for £17 0s. 64,
and this the Government, and not Mr.
Brimage, had paid.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. Brimage
should have heen made to pay it,

Mr. TAYLOR: The inzpector had
had an exceedingly diffienli task, be-
eanze apparently all the department had
heen against hinm.  Even Mr. King,
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the Under Secretary for
writing to the Minister on
June had pointed to the diserepaney
between the statements of the warden
and of the inspector, and had formally
and officially declared that he would pre-
fer to take the warden’s version of the
affair.  Right through the piece, seem-
ingly, the department had shown an in-
clination to diseourage and discounten-
ance, and indeed, to frustrate the desire on
the part of the inspector of mines to carry
ont his duty. Mr. Brimage was a mem-
ber of Parliament, but Acts of Parlia-
ment ought not to be stretched in favour
of any member.

The Minister for Mines: Yon would
give him justice?

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, he would give
justice to any man, but he could not help
thinking that the inspector had hardly
got it. Certainly the inspector of mines
was of that peeuliar temperament that
wonld irritate where there was no occa-
sion for it, though one would not say
he would be in any way lax in his duly.
However, the officer was not now in the
department.

The Minister for Mines: Not over this
maftter.

Mr. TAYLOR : We would always have
complications if the department inter-
fered with inspectors in carrying out their
duties under the Act, and we should take
steps to stop any Minister preventine
any of his officers from carrying ouf fheir
duties by giving an ear to any individunal,
especially a member of Parlinment, and
helping that individual to fight the officers
of the department. Though an engineer,
Mr. Brimage was so deficient in that work
that he would not go up for examination,
even for a seeond-class certificate; and in
the matter of raising and lowering men
in shafts no inspector of mines conld be
too striet. The department wonld have
been wiser if they had allowed the inspec-
tor to take the matter before the court,
because the court would have seen that
Mr. Brimage got justice; and then if it
were found the officer had been toc
zealous, the department could have told
him not to harass employers so much. It
was true Mr. Brimage was armed with
a letter to the effect that the case shounld

Mines, in
the 19th
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not be pressed. It was =aid that a letter
was banded up to the bench purporting
to be a letter from the Minister to the
warden.

The Minister for Mines: You do not
believe that? The inspector was instruct-
ed by the department to proseente and
ask for a nominal fine.

Mr. TAYLOR : The case was pestponed
from time to time, and there were negoti-
ations between Mr. Brimage and the de-
partment. Mr. Brimage was so unwise
as to say that he was on velvet. and that
he would get the-inspector sacked, and
the general impression when the inspector
was diamissed was that this was the case.
Probably it cansed some friction hetween
the inspector and the department that
might have colonred some subseguent
transaction necessitating the inspector’s
dismissal.

Mr. TROY : Did not the Minister in-
tend to reply to the statements of the
member for Mt. Margaret ?

The Minister for Mines : 1 want to hear
other members speak. I do net want te
reply to each member.

Mr. TROY : Members wished to hear
the Minister's defence. 1t might be
necessary for them to take exception to
some of the Minister's remarks, The
matter referred to was one of those acts
that made the administration of the de-
partment so obnoxious to members of
the Opposition. There could bec no
doubt Mr. Brimage was shown consider-
able courtesy ‘and leniéncy in regard to
the charge lie was guiley of, that of work-
ing a winding engine and lowering and
raising men in a shaft by virtue merely of
a permit which did not allow of his doing
this, because only holders of frst-class
certificates could carry out this work.
After the inspector had taken action
against Mr. Brimage the latter defied the
inspector for nearly six months, and eon-
siderable Lime elapsed before the depart-
ment sanctioned the prosecution, ‘Then
on tveceiving notice of the prosecution
M. Brimage had intervewed the Minister
and marle the statement that he was
guilty of this misconduct, upon which
the inspector had been instructed by
the department not to allow any costs to
be incurred, to refrain from calling
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witnesses or further engaging the solici-
tors instructed to prosecute, out of con-
sideration for Mr. Brimage alone, b=cause
Mr. Brimage, if found guilty, would have
had to pay the costs. It appeared, also.
that the warden got word that the costs
were to ke kept down.

An incident.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
-order. That has no foundation. The
‘warden got no word from us.

M. Bcaddan : It has foundation.

The Minister for Mines : 1 say the state-
ment is absolutely untrue.

The CHATEMAN : The hon. meraber
must not say that.

The Minister for Mines: I withdraw ;
but I object to hon. members implying
that T gave inatructions or sent the
warden e letter in connection with this
caze. It has no foundation, and it is &
reflection not only on myself bat on the
warden.

The CHAIRMAN : The proper time for
the hon. mernber to deal with this is when
the member for Mt. Magnet has conclud
ed his remarks, unless on a point of order.

The Minisicr for Mines: I agked that
the statement be withdrawn,

The CHAIRMAN: A asimilar cage
occurred the other night. 1f an error or
misstaternent is made it does not con-
stitute s point of order, but can be made
clear subsequent to the speech of the hon.
member who makes it.

Resumed.

Mr. TROY : The warden must have
received instructions, as he was so con-
siderate in regard to the costs awarded
against Mr. Brimage, amounting only to
7s., though Mr. Brimege, who should
have known better, had put the depart-
ment to considerable cost before the case
came on. There was another side to the
question, and probably the fact that cer-
tain persons were ardent supporters of
the Minister during the recent election
campaign would show why they received
consideration. The inspector of mines
wss instructed to put the case in the
hands of a firm of solicitors at Menzies
and Kookynie, Mesers, Maxwell and Ack-
land. That firm advised instead of the

(36)
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Crown Law Department. The result
was that the Mines Department, through
the illegal action of Mr. Brimage and
despite the fact that he had for months
denied he was guilty, and only admitted
his guilt when forced to do so, had to pay
Maxwell and Acklaend £17 Os. 6d. Mr,
Brimage who was the cause of all these
costs had only to pay a fine of 78. Why
was this case given to Maxwell and
Ackland ! Mr, Maxwell was the chair-
man of the Minister’s electioneering com-
mittee st Menzies, Mr, Ackland was the
chairman of the Kookynie committee.
There were many examples of the Minis-
ter's favours distributed through the
distriet, and this was one of the least,
If the Attorney General went through
the bill of costs he would find there were
many items which should not have been
charged. The department had asked
the inspector to withdraw the witnesses
and solicitors, and not to urge the case
on ; the result was that the people of this
State had to pay the costs instead of
Mr. Brimage, who got off scot free. Al-
though Mr Brimage was fined for working
a winding engine and splitting a man's
head open, and despite the fact that the
inspector said the permit should be can-
celled and that the inspector of boilers
adopted a similar attitude, yet that per-
mit was not cancelled, but was now
possessed by Mr. Brimage. The inspec-
tor of boilers in reporting on the case
said—

“I consider this case a peculiarly
flagrant and wilful breach of the Act
and a8 the inspector of the district
wish to make the following strong
recommendation :—(a) That the per-
mit recently issued to Mr. T. Brimage
by the Minister for Mines be cancelled
on the ground of wilful disobedience
and disregerd of its provisions, (&)
That T. Brimage be prosecuted forth-
with both for hauling men himself and
for permitting and instructing E.
Keegan to work the winding and mill
engines without being the holder of a
certificate. The witnesses examined
by the inspector of mines state em-
phatically that E. Keegan has often
raised and lowered men. (e) That E.
Keegan be also prosecuted for habit-
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ually working the winding and mill
engine without being the holder of any
certificate or permit whatever. TUnless
some strong action is taken in this case,
it will be useless'to attempt to enforce
the provisions of the Act in this dis-
trict.”

Members were justified in saying that some

favour had been shown Mr. Brimage, whe

had used his position as a member of

Parliament to secure privileges for him-

self which would otherwise have been

denied him.

Mr. Jacoby : You must not say that ;
it is wrong, '

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must not reflect on a member of another
place.

Mr. TROY : The statement he had just
madehad been madeby him right through
the Menzies district. However, he would
not reflect on Mr. Brimage now. The
complaintfwas, that certain persons had
received undue treatment and extra-
ordinary consideration from the Mines
Department. The provisions of no Act
could be enforced if members of Parlia-
ment were given consideration denied to
others.

Mr, SCADDAN: The inspection of
machinery branch had got out of the
control of the Minister. On many
occasions he had referred to the admin-
istration of the branch, for it was growing
to such an extent that the head officials
were now looking upon it as & department
instead of a branch, There was room for
considerable economies in the branch by
compelling some of the inspectors who
were now in the head office to go into the
distriets and do inspection work. The
system in vogue there did not exist in
any other depertment. The work of the
chief® inspector seemed to consist solely
of receiveng correspondence, opening it,
sending it to a clerk, and on to the
technical officer, who if satisfied, passed
it back again, and the chief inspector
perused it. If pction were to be taken,
the chief inspector noted it and the
correspondence went through all the
same channels again, and then on to the
district officer. It was the central office
in Perth that cost all the money, for there
were several inspectors practically kicking
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their heels in the City. They should be
out in the districts. The chief inspector
himself should do inspection work. If the
technicel officer were qualified he should
be able to act on the district officer's.
report without sending it on to the chief
inspector. - Some" aiétention should be
paid to the question of amalgamating
the Machinery and Mines Inspection
branches, not in the manner outlined
by the Minister, for that was imprac-
ticable, but by putting the two offices
under the State Mining Engineer. An
inspector of machinery should have just
as musch responeibility thrown on his
shoulders &s en inspector of mines. In
the latter case, the inspector ordered a
certain course to be followed, but the
inspector of machinery had to submit
reports to the head office, and these were
gone through first by the technical
officer and then by the chief -inspector
before action was taken. When desling
with the items he intended to move to
strike out the itemn of chief inspector, as.
the position was unnecessary. He would
like the DMinister to inform him also
whether he had taken notice of the state-
ments made by the Chief Inspector of
Machinery and the district inspector in
the report of the Mines Department for
1907, statements which reflected upon
the character of engine-drivers and
members of this House. His opinion
was that the chief inspector was biased
against engine-drivers and had always
shown it and in one or two instances also
against members of Parliament. How-
ever that did not concern him in the
slightest degree. The chief inspector
was at liberty to criticise him whenever
he liked. The statements that he (Mr.
Scaddan) made he always made publicly
and the chief inspector could read them
in the Press or in Hansard, but he
certainly objected to the chief inspector
writing in his report that in his opinion
members of Parliament should go to him
first and make complaints instead of
going to the House. He had no desire
to deal with the chief inspector. When-
ever he had any complaints to make
he would make them to the Minister or to-
the House, and if the Minister would only
take some notice of themsome advantage
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would follow to him and to members
Another complaint that he had against
this department was the defective system
of examination of engine-drivers. The
Chief Inspector of Machinery was chair-
man of the board of examiners and he
boasted thai the cost of examination was
less in this State than it was in any other
State of the Commonwealth. That
might be so, but like the Scotchman he
{Mr. Scaddan) had his *‘doots,” because
while the salarv as chairman of the board
was not shown, in the other States the
chairman was paid as & member of the
sitting board. Further, the expenses of
the chief inspector in Perth when
travelling to make examinations of half
& dozen persons who offered themselves
were charged against the incidental vote
and not against that of examination of
engine-drivers. Thus members could not
get at the true position. On one occasion
it required the Chief Tnspector of Machi-
nery, who received £450 per annum, and
an inspector of mines from Southern
Cross, an officer receiving £330 per
“annum, to proceced to—and he said it
with all fairness to the member for
Dundas—an insignificant place like Rav-
ensthorpe, insignificant from the stand-
peint of engine-drivers. These two
officers proceeded there to carry out an
examination of fow or five persons.
The expenses of this trip had to be taken
.into consideration,and yet we were paying
-a metnber of the board of examiners who
had 1o kick his heels around Perth while
the ather two proceeded to Ravensthorpe
to carry out the examination. That
kind of thing went on every day, and the
cost of the examination of engine-drivers
was not really known to anyone, and it
was useless for the chief inspector to
boast that the amount was less than in
Victoria and New South Wales. The
chief inspector by saying that was not
meaking & correct statement. The Min-
ister should certainly pay some attention
to this department. The Estimates
showed that there had been a reduction
of one inspector, but a good deal more
remained to be done. At the present
time inspectors were travellng and
going full steam in the outback districts
trying to catch up their work while the
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chief inspector did little else but ride
about in the trains on a free pass. The
Minister and members, he hoped, would
pay some attention to this department
and see whether it was not possible to
make further reductions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES :BWith
regard to the statements which had been
made by members concerning the Brimage
prosecution he would like to explain »
few matters if only for the benefit of
members on the Ministerial side of the
House. Under the Mines  Regulation
Act there was power to grant permits to
eneble persons to drive engines, but there
was no power to grant these permits to
enable the people in question to raise or
lower men in a shaft. Amongst various
applications which were made was one
from Mr. Brimage. Mr. Brimage told
him that he had bought the Richmond
Gem mine and it had turned out poorly
and that things were exceedingly bad,
and he wanted to know whether he could
have a permit to work his own engine.
He asked Mr. Brimage what his qualifi-
cations were and Mr. Brimage presented
his papers and showed that he had
served an apprenticeship as a fitter and
as engineer for five years, that he had
gone through the Government workshops,
the laco, carriage and wagon departments
and was ernployed in thedrawingoffice and
subsequently a8 a journeyman draitsman.
The papers he (the Minister) had before
him gave all this information about Mr.
Brimage and Mr. Thomas Roherts,
Chief Mechanical Engineer for the South
Australian railways in referring to the
services of Mr. Brimage while employed
in the South Australian Railway Depart-
ment spoke of the work which he had
done and said that he was leaving that
State of his own accord. Mr. Brimage
then came to Western Australia and got
employment on Bayley’s Gold Mine in
charge of a winding engine, the principal
winding engine on the main shaft,

My, Troy : Who told you that ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If
the hon member had seen those fles
he would know that the information was
contained in it.
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~ Myr. Scaddan: Is there no other
evidence besides Mr. Brimage's own
staternent. ? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES : There
was the statement by Mr. Brimage that
he was employed in the capacity which
had been mentioned, under Captain
Matthews, now of South Australia, and
Mr. Brimage also mentioned Mr. Tom
Brown and Mre. Hector Griffiths now
of. ‘Greenbushes, who he said would
‘verify his statements. He (the Minister)
would not go behind Mr, Brimage's back
to ascertain whether he was speaking the
truth or not. Hon. members opposite
might have done 80, but he never thought
of it. He certainly did not ask for any
corroboration of Mr., Brimage's state-
ment ; he aceepted it and believed it to
be correct and assuming it to be correct,
had Mr. Brimage applied—in fact he
could have demanded & certificate of
gervice under the Machinery Act—it
would have been granted to him. The
fact that he had been in charge of a
winding engine would have compelled the
board to agree to his request unless there
was something with regard to his character
which justified them not granting a
certificate.

Mr. Scaddan :
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
on his own statement. The statement
showed that Mr. Brimage had the guali-
fications and the mere fact that Mr,
Brimage was a member of Parliament
should not debar him from getting & con-
cession that any other person might
have obtainod. Believing Mr. Brimage's
statements he (the Minister) granted him
the permit. He put in that permit a
provision that at the end of six months
Mr. Brimage was to apply to the board
and pass an examination if he wanted a
certificate. but that waa not carried out.
While Mr. Brimage was working under
this certificate e complaint was made by
the inspector that Mr. Brimage had
raised and lowered persons in the shaft
and the inspector asked that he should
be allowed to prosecute. Instructions
were given for the prosecution and the
inspector - consulted the local solicitor
Mr, Maxwell. The solicitor was never on

Not on his own state-
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his (Mr. Gregory's) committes, although
he honestly believed that he supporten
him in the recent election. Mr. Beau-
mont had been advised not to issue the
summons until he was sure of his wit-
nesses. In a letter to the department
Mr. Beaumont had stated that both
Messrs, Maxwell and Ackland, and Warden
Burt bad said it would be better not to
issue any summons until he was sure he
could get his witnesses, A delay had
engued, owing to the difficulty of finding
those witnesses, Mr. Brimage had come
down to Perth and interviewed him (the
Minister) with the object of vindicating
his neglect to eonform with the conditions
under which he had secured his permit.
He (the Minister} had pointed cut to Mr.
Brimage that he was wrong in the action
he had taken, and declared to him that
the department was determined to prose-
eute him, but that if he were to plead
guilty nothing more than a nominal
penalty would be prassed for. To this
Mr. Brimage had agreect, whereupon he
(the Minister) advised the State Mining
Engineer, who in turn advised the in-.
spector of mines, that nothing more than
a nominal penalty and costs were to be
agked for. No member ot the Committee
would seriously believe that he (the
Minister} would write to a magistrate
directing him as to how he should find
in a matter that was to come before him.
He (the Minister) was convinced that if
Warden Burt were t0 receive any
such communication, whether from the
Attorney General or from any other
Minister, he would at once make the
matter public and so show that he would
not be. dictated to in respect to his
judicial findings. The member for Mt.
Margaret who had had a longacquaintance
with Warden Burt knew full well that
that gentleman was above suspicion and
would be one of the first to resent any
interference by Ministers. He (the
Minister) had insisted- upon the prose-
cution of Mr. Brimage; for notwithstand-
ing that Mr. Brimage had shown himself
fully qualified to do the work, he had not
the certificate necessary under the Act.
The department had since been com-
pelled to dispense with the services of the
inspector of mines, but the reason for
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this had no connection with this cese.
If any hon. member desired to know
exactly why the inspector had been got
rid of he could discover the reasons on
the file. In respect to thiy prosecation
against Mr. Brimage the inspector had
done nothing wrong, although he had
not appeared to know anything about
the costs of the case when spoken to on
the' subjeet by the warden at the time of
the hearing.

MyaTaylor : Whar costs could there be
when thers was no case ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Had
there been no casé Mr. Brimege would
not have been fined. As a matter of fact
the warden would have been quite justi-
fied in giving full costs. The depart-
ment had fully expected that Mr. Brimage
would be mulcted in the whole of the
costs.

M. Scaddan : Should not the solicitors
have said what the costs were ?

The MINISTER FOFR MINES: The
inspector had no solicitors in court.

Mr. Taylor : Where did the costs come
in t What did Maxwell do to earn the
£17 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES had not
seen the bill.,

My, Taylor : He prepared the evidence
but did not appear in court.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : It was
not known to him how the costs were
made up. The warden had subsequently
reported that on Mr. Brimage pleading
guilty he (the warden! had asked the
inspector if he had anything to say, where-
upon he had replied that he had been in-
structed not to ask for anything more
than & nominal fine as it was the con-
viction the department desired rather
than any punishment of the offender.
The warden had then said that as the
costs would be heavy he considered a fine
of 55 in each case would be sufficient.
after which he had asked the inspector
what was the amount of the costs. To
this the inspector had replied that he did

" pot know : and in answer to further (ues-
tions he had repeated that he knew
nothing about the costs. The warden
hed then formally asked him if he applied
for costs, and the inspector in reply had
said that he had not been instructed to do
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se.  The ¢lerk of the cuart had then inti-
mated that there was 2s. court charges’
to pay, and Mr. Brimage at once paid’
this. On leaving the court the warden
had told Mr. Brimage that he was ex-
ceedingly lucky ; that when he had fined
him 3s. on each charge he had expected
that he would have also to pay costs
amounting to £10 or more. Tn this case
there had been no reason why the depart-
ment should act vindictively or maliei-
ously. It had been the first case of
the kind, and all the department had
desired was to make it clear to holders
of permits that they must come up
for examination at the appointed
time. Mr.  Brimage had certainly come
to his office and interviewed him on
the subject ; and he (the Minister} had
assured him that the department intended
to prosecute him in the matter. Mr.
Brimage had explained that he was work-

-ing under a first-class certificated man

on the mine with a view to qualifying him-
seli for the exsamination ; but he (the
Minister) had repeated that the case must
proceed, but that if he (br. Brimage)
pleaded gunilty nothing more than a
nominal penalty would be asked for.
That was the whole history of the affair.
As to the case of the engine-drivers,
mentioned by the member for Ivanhoe,
it would be remembered that in last year’s
report. of the chief inspector there had
been a paragraph dealing with engine-
drivers. This paragraph had read—

* Drunkenness is frequently com-
plained of, but 1 ecannot get anyone
to come forward to substantiate a
charge in & specific case, notwithstand-
ing that I have frequently tried to do
s0. I know scores of worthy drivers,
but more who, without certificates,
coald not earn & living.”

As a matter of fact this paragraph hed:
been written, not by the chief inspector
but by Inspeetor Jones who, in & letter to
the department had expressed surprise at
the publication of his report, which he
had understood to be confidential and for
the use of the Minister only. He had
also asked that the word * more ™ should
be excised, explaining that what he had
mesnt to say was “many.” Inspector
Jones claimed that the whole of His report
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should have been published, especially
that part dealing with the fact that not
being able to employ any but certificated
drivers in the back country placed the
drivers in a position of being able to
coerce the employers. The inspector had
qualified this by a statement that had
not been published in the chief inspector's
report, to the effect that in large centres
where engine-drivers were plentiful and
competition was keen it might be another
thing, but that elsewhere the employer
was very much at the mercy of the engine-
driving stafi, and put up with a great deal
of poor work for the sake of not being left
without an engine-driver. “The mines in
the outhack country were not allowed to
carry on without a certificated man being
in charge of the engines. and there were
instances in which these drivers would
not do work which they would other-
wise do if the mine owner was not com-
pelled to employ them because of the
gcarcity of drivers in the district.

My, Bolton: What was the motive of
the chief inspector for suppressing that
portion of the report ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Tt was
questionable whether any of the inspee-
tor's report should have been published,
but it was particularly regrettable that
this particular extract under consideration
should have been published.

Mr. Bolion: The chief inspector will
be more sorry yet that he published any
of it. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was a matter of opinion. On the South
Carbine mine there were four men
working below, and in ofder to raise and
lower them an engine-driver had to he
employed.; and as it only took him a
couple of hours a day to do this, the
management asked him in addition to
sharpen tools, but the driver left the mine
straight away, and had it not heen for
the driver from the Carbine mine giving
assistance, operations would have had to
be suspended below. Probably engine-
drivers were the finest type of men on
the goldfields ; they were clever, and in
every respect & most worthy class ; but,
like every other class, there were a few
bilack sheep among them, who frequently
ot out in the back country because they
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could not get'work in the large centres.
Nevertheless it was certainly unwise to
attack a class of men because one or two
did wrong. It was wrong to say that the
majority of them were bad characters,
but there were a few who were bad,
as in the case quoted. On some mines
the drivers had to be fitters as well
and must know how to dismantle
engines and put them together again.
But if it was desired to charge one
or two men it should not be dgne in
a report ; it could easily be done hy the
board of examiners questioning these
men why their certificates should not be
cancelled. That was the best way to
deal with a man who was a drunkard.

Mr. Scaddan: A man under the
influence of drink who takes charge of &
winding engine should have his certificate
taken from him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Attorney General, at his request, had
asked the licensing magistrates not to
grant licences within a quarter of a mile
of the shaft of any mine ; becanse, with
temptation so near, engine-drivers might
leave their work to visit the hotel, and
the result might be a serious accident.

My, Scaddan: What explanaiion has
the cliief inspector for patting that matter
in his annual veport?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : It
was a report sent to the chief inspector,
showing the difficnlty experienced in the
back eountry, and it was the chief in-
spector’s duty e frame his annual veport
as he thonght wisest.

Mr. Bollon: There was a lack of hrains
shown in exeising that latter piece.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
seerefary to the engine-drivers’ association
had written to ilte departinent on the Sth
December eomplaining  that the depant-
ment had been penalising drivers twiee
over for the same offence.. The depart-
ment denied this, and said there was na
seeond penaliy other (han dealing with
the certificate. Where a small fine was
imposed (he  board had  eancelled the
driver's certificate for a period or alloe-
cether. aceording 1o ihe merils of the ease.
Tle azsoeiation had also complained that
in certain specifiedl factoriez driver= had
heen emploved without eertifieates. but a
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rveport to (e departipeni showed that no
uncertificared men lanl been employed o
the places mentioned. However, Inquiries
were being made into the charges. Re-
marks coucerning the department gener-
aly he would defer, as he understood the
member for Tvanhoe intended to move to
strike oul the salary of the chief inspee-
tor. e would then have an vpporiynity
to deal fully with the matier.

Mr. SCADDAN: Had the Minister
made any inguiry inlo the siatement of
the ehiel” inspector in hix last report eon-
cerning “misrepresentations made in Par-
liament intentionally and otherwisze’? The
Minister had promised 1o bring it under
the notiee of the Under Secrclary for
Mines and ask for an explanation,

Mr, TROY : In regard to the Brinawe
case, one varely heard a weaker detenee
than thar made by the Minister, Leniency
was =hown tn Mr. Brimace heeause thar
gentleman had purchased a ine which
turned ont badly. 1 that was
for lemiency it was sivange it was shown
in this ense. while prospectors  on the
Murchizon. who had pioneered the coun-
try and spent the hest part of their lives
in developing ir, had their property taken
from them. though they were legally cn-
titled to it. and handed over o a company.
In oue ease a prospector named Carter
had a lease. which he had found and pie-
neered, ziven him by the warden. but the
Minister touk 1t away and gave it (o a
wmining eompany. The Minister had =aid
Mr. Brimage had zerved hix apprentice-
ship at engineering in South Australia,
Only the previous day he had seen a cer-
tificate from  the Railway Departiment
that a cerlain man was competent at his
work, bur he had been discharged from
the zervice. It was surprising that the
Minister <hould leave the Chauber at this
stage after the statement he had made.
but it was evidently  hecanse he was
afraid of the whole transaction.

The CHATRMAXN: Order.

Mr, TROY : Tt was a personal insult to
him that the Minister whe had made a
statement in justifieation of certain aciion
should leave the (hamber when he was
heing replied to.  There were papers in
bis passession whieh proved hiz charges
azainst the Minister up (o the hilt. My,

Q. reason
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Brimage had received extramdinary con-
sideration. We were old thar Mo
Brimage had been an engineer on o mine
in Coolgardie in the early days, and that
e had charge of a winding engine.  The
Minister conzidered that sulficient justifi-
cation to grant him a certitieate. The Mini-
ster had alzo zaid the permit was sranted
hecause Mr. Brinage had worked m a
machinery shop in South Austealia, and
could therefore demand a certificate I'vom
the Doanl.  That was ineorrect, tor no
sueh  demand  eould he made.  Awain,
we were told the inzpeetor of mines made
no application for a heavy  fine  be-
tfore the court.  What instruetions dad
that officer receive?  The Minister =aid he
had seen Mr. Brimage and wave an ovder
tor  the  prosecution.  The  Tollowing
ninte was sent from the State Mining
Fngineer to the inspector of mines:—
“Herewiith please find a statutory ife-
elaration by Mr. T. Brimage admitting
hiz offence arainst the Machinery Re-
walatior Aet, 1906, and lnspeciion of
Aachinery et 1904, in himselt raising
men on the winding engine al the Rich-
mond  Gem  mine and in emploving
Keezan, an uncertificated driver.  As
AMr. Brimage now takes full reaponsi-
hility for the employment of Keezan
there i no peeessity (o w0 on with the
charge inst the Tatter, Keewan. and
the information awainst him had best
he withdrawn, You shonld, however.
lav a further information charging Mr,
wwimage himself with hreach of See-
fion 31 of the Machinery Repulation
Aet, 1906, in winding men without a
vertifiecate.  Thiz  was the main com-
plaint against him, and as he now ad-
mils ils correetness it can he proved on
hiz own declaration without necessity
for bhringing  other  witnesses. My,
Brimage has undertaken 10 the
Minister and wmy=elf to plead cuilty
te botly the charges of windine men
himeelf and emploving Keezan on the
engines. and if he pleads in eourt ac-
cordingly there will be no need 10 hring
any evidence,  The enclosed statutory
declaration  will serve as evidenee if
from any cause lie should chanse his
mitnd when the case is hronght on. It
will, therefore. be quile unneces=arv (o
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employ the solicitor in the court or to
bring any witnesses, and to avoid ex-
pense as much as possible you should
withdraw the subpunas served on the
withessés, and noiify them that they
need not attend.  There is no desire on
the pari of the department to harass
Mr. Brimage bevond vindieating  the
law. and therefore, we need not press
fur mueh more than a nominal penalty,
as he now admits that he was wrong.”

After having defied the inspector for four

monihg, Mr. Brimage admitied he was

euilty of the ebharges.  Evidently, not-
withstanding the deelaration. the Minister
wazs doubtful whether Mr. Brimage would
plead guilty as he had said he would; for

i a minute he vsed ihe words, “the en-

closed stalutory declaration will serve as

evidence if from any canse he should
change his mind when the ease is hrought

o, It was because Mr. Brimage inter-

viewed the Minister that he received such

extracmdinary consideration.  When the
inspector wag asked at the hearing of the
cease what the solicitor’s costs were, he
said lte did not know, hecause the bill had
not heen sent in and the solicitor was not
there. All Mr. Brimage was fined was
4s., whereas the department had fo pav
£17 solicitor’s eosts.  In addition there
were other expenszes.  The reply by the
Minister was very weak. There were in-
stanees of eorruption in regard to mining
adwministration, and it waz such cases that
made the administration zo obnoxiong to
members on this side of the House. There
were numberless eases, and he took strong
exeeption to such administration.  The

Minister had stated that he told the in-

spector to place the ease in the hands of

loeal solicitors.  The letter of instructions
said that the ease should be placed in the
hands of Messre. Maxwell and Ackland.

Nezpite the Minisier's denial it was a

faet that Mr. Ackland was chalrman i

the Minister's commiitee at Kookynie.

Mr. Maxwell, if not the chaleman. was

a prominent member of the Minislers

committee ab Menzies. Besides this ex.

traordinary aet of lenieney towards Mr,

Brimage. there was another case which

needed ntentioning. Hardly had Mr. Brim-

age wol throngh the first eaze than the
inspector was informed hy the miners ow
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the mine thal the rope on the eage was
rotten. The mspeetor econdemned 150 feet
of the vope, and Mr. Brimage put in a
claine against the Mines Department for
e cost. It was only natural that he
should make a clatin seeing that he had
ot off s0 well on the previous occasion;
The inspector siuck to his guns and said
that the rope was bad. The Mines De-
partment sent Mr. Greenard, another in-
spector from Menzies. to make inquiry
about the rope, and My, Greenard con-
denmed the whole of it. Then Mr. Brim-
age put in a claim for the whaole lot.

My, Angwin: Is there not some influen-
tial gentleman in with him in that mine?

Mr, TROY had never inguired . about
that. Mr. Brimage had done exceedingly
well so far by using his own influence,
The Minister informed the Committee that
Mr. Brimage could have got a certificate..
Then why did the Minister give him
another permit? Perhaps because Mr.
Brimage said that he had driven a wind-
ing engine somne years ago. He (M
Tray) would not be prepared to take Mr.
Brimage’s own statement for that. He
knew nething with regard to the inspector
bnt he knew sufficient of the case to re-
gard it as a xeandal and felt zatisfied from
the papers that he had seen that nothing
that the Minister could say would justify
the aetion he had taken. If Mr. Brimage
was  sfill  pursning the poliev he had
adopted amnd was not only working the
winding engine bul was raising and lower-
ing men without a certificate, he hoped
the department would take aetion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
with regret that he heard the hon. mem-
ber refleet upon the character of Mr. Max-
well and Mr. Ackland. The hon. member
insinuated that they were capable of
heing placated.

Mr. TROY: On a point of order, he
made no refleetion upon those gentlemen.
What be saidl was that they had received
some congiderafion as Ministerial  sup-
porters.

The CHATRMAN had pointed out a
litile eavlier on a question raised by the
member for Mount Magmet that these’
mterruptions to members who were speak-
ing in order to contradict their statenents
were entirely wrong and he wished again
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te repeat that statement. There was no
" point of order in this case.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: If he
had doune the hon. member an injustice
he would he the first to make amends.
He had interpreted what the hon, member
had stated as being lo the effect that he
objected to My, Maxwell being employed
Iy the Mines Department heeause Mr.
Maxwell was the chairman or was inter-
ested in the commitiee of Mr. Brimage
when a candidate for Parliament.

Menhers: Not Mr. Brimage, but Mr.
Gregory.

The ANITORNEY GENERAL: tWell,
whether it was Mr. Brimage or Mr. Gre-
vory, Messrs. Maxwell and Ackland were
charged wilh baving taken some part in
politic= and shown their politieal biag iu
favour of zmpe individual. After ail we
mugt adopt some ruleg of conduet in thix
Honse, and it was ahsolutely wrong to re-
flect upon professional men, by supposing
them for one moment to be unirue
to their professional duty hecause of the
opinions they might hold with regard to
polities.  1f the hon. member did not
mean that, he did not mean anything.
Having known Mr. Maxwell for a great
many vears he {the Attorney General}
could =ay without hesitation {hai there
was 1o more honourable man in Western
Australtia.  He did nob know My, Aek-
fand, but there was no doubt he was an
honourable man too,

Mr. Taylor: He was a verv decenl
fellow: T know him well.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
easy to deal with other people’s repufa-
tions and damage them te a great extent
by making statements the gravity of which
one did not at the time appreciate. These
gentlemen had the right to be protected
as much as anyone in the land. It was not
right to suppose that lawyers were people
without a conscience and that they would
allow themselves to be influenced by opin-
ions theyv held in any matter outside their
profession. He (the Attormey General)
entirely repudiated a charge such as ibat,
and speaking for the whole profession
he could say that no man who had been
asked to act for a client had ever chown
himself to he wanting in his duty beeause
of the politieal opinions he held.
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Mr. Angwin: I wish I could believe
that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. memher who had made the statemeni
was wholly and entirely inaccurate. If
the statement was not made as an innuen-
do, then he could not say what the words
conveyed. Having rewvetted that the hon.
member should have thought it neeessary
to use the language he had done be would
pass on o what the hon. member had
stated wilh regard to Mr. Brimage. The
lon. memhber made it a poimt against the
Minister that instruetions were given to
the inspector for mines that as Mr. Bfim-
age had admitted in a statutory declara-
tien that he was guilty of a certain off-
ence against the Mines Regulation Aet,
the inspector should not bring into eourt
wiinesses to prove the ease. He (the
Attorney General) did not know of any
advice whieh wos more proper onder the
cirenmstances, Why should expenses be
loaded up against a person who had ad-
mitted his guilt? Why should they pile-

up the costs against him  unless  they
wanted to be vindictive? In no case

would it he tolerated where an accused
party said *1 offer no defence” that one
should then pile up the costs against him
by hringing along wilnesses to prove what
had heen adipitted. Yet the hon, mem-
her made that a charge against the Min-

ister. Sureiy nothing was more unrea-
sonable. With regard to the other aspect
it was beyond any question that Mr.

Brimage in the early days of Coolgavdie
acted in the capacity of engine-driver.
He came here from South Ausiralia,
having certain eertificates and diplomas
which were issued to him there. He was
employed in Lhe early dayz of Cooigardie
at Bayley’s mine and everyvone who was
there in those days would rememher him,

Mr. Bolton: Had they any machinery
at Bayley’s in 15824, when he claims to
have been a driver?

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL:
there was machinery there in 1893,

Mr. Bolton: Bul in the early part of
18942

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was  machinery there in 1893 “when he
{the Attorney General) went to Coolgar-
die and it had been there for a consider-

Yes,
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able time. Mr. Brimage was empiloyed
‘there driving an engine,

Mr. Seadden: A windlass, probably.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: M
Brimage held a certificate. and if he did
not hold a certifieate enfitling  him  to
-drive an engine he eommitted an offence,
and it was the duty of the department to
vindieate fhe laws of the eonntry. We
#hould show eonsideration to every man
placed in the position that Mr. Brimage
found himselt. He (the Attorney Gen-
eral) knew thai Mr. Brimage had fought
an uphill hattle and he had gone hack
from a position of considevable ease to
battle azain in {he back blocks where he
started in 1893, and he was working now
on a property in which he had invested
every pemny (hat he had. and he was
using his skill to make ends meet. Al-
though our laws must be enforeed, espee-
ially where they applied to the lives of
men, we shonld not approach a subject
such as this in any vindictive spirit. We
shonld remember that this man held a
diploma obtained in South Australia.

Mr. Bolton: Not for driving an engine.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
had a diploma which entitled him to drive
an engine.

Mr. Seaddan: Not at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Mr.
Brimage miwhit be in the position of a
number of ather engine-drivers in this
State who, were they asked to pass an
examination, might possibly fail., These
men however would he recognised in the
State as competent engine-drivers. In-
stead of saying as we mieht well say tno
a man in Mr. Brimage’s position that the
laws whieli had been made must be en-
forced and fhat we could vot allow him
to take any-risk where human life was
concerned in working his wmine, i would
appear as if there was some desire to
hound the unfortunate man out of the
only existence which was left to him. He
{the Attorney General} deprecated that
kind of thing. He was not for one mom-
ent saying that if a breach of the Aect
was commnilled we must not carry out onr
laws, hot consideralion might be given
to a man like Mr. Brimage who had at-
tempted to retrieve a fortune which had
passed away from him.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Commitlee of Supply.
[Atr. Tayloy took the Chair.]

Mr. COLLIER:  Members had wit-
nessed the indignation of the Attorney
ffeneral on previous oceasions. Members
had alse heard him as a speeial pleader,
but he ventured to say {hat the Attorney
(leneral had quite excelled himself ag o
special pleader on the prosent oecasion,
He had pleaded almost pitifully for M
Brimage who, according to his starement,
hon, members on the Opposition side were
endeavouring {o hound out of the ecoun-
try.  There had heen no attempt what-
ever lo deal unfairly with Mr. Brimage.
An attempt had heen made to see that
(he men enzaged in his mine were getting
the proteciion which (he Aet said they
were entitled to receive. He (Mr. Col-
lier} had never listened io a more lame
or impotent defence than that.of the Min-
ister for Mines with regard to this case.
He had 2ane hack to South Australia and
{aken Mr. Brimage’s veeord in an atfempi
to show that 3. Brimage was a compe-
tent engineer and fitter. Te had declaved
Ihar the papers showed Mr., Brimage to
he fully gualified to do the work of engine
driving. As a wmatler of fact there was
not ane (ittle of evidence to show that
Mr. Brimage was so qualified. Where
was there any evidenee of his ever having
driven ah engine in his life? The Min-
ister had aceepted Mr. Brimage’s own
statement. that he had driven an engine in
Coolzardie in 1894; but would the Min-
ister he prepared to accept such a state-
ment from any ordinary man, or wonld
he not ask for some evidence of the fact?
The Minister had stated his belief that
Mr. Brimage, as an engine-driver, was
Letier qualified than any man on the Op-
position side of the House. This, in face
of the faelt that among the members of
the Opposition were two, if not three,
holding first-class ecertificates.

Mr. Osborn = Still, they max not he
competent to drive an engine.

Mr., COLLIER: They were men who
had passed the board of examinerz: yet
the member for Roebourne suggested that

“possibly they were not so eompetent as

the man who had not been able to obtain
a certifieaie at all. Tf Mr. Brimage was
so well qualified why had he not obtained
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his certificate?
in:sisted upon the earrying out of the con-
sditions under which the perwit had been
cranted, namely, that at ihe end of six
months Mr, Brimage shenld go wp for
.exumination?  Instead of this the Min-
izter bad given Mr. Brimage a fresh per-
wmit; and further than that, he (Mr.
Collier) was informed that Mr. Brimnage
was still raiging and lowering men on
that mine. Where was the warrant for
the Minister reading into an Aet of Par-
Jiament certain eonditions and considera-
tions having no relation whatever tu that
Act? Was the Minister tu be perinitted
‘to take into cownsideration the fact that
he believed the man who had broken the
law was a deserving man, and that he had
Dbought a mine which had not turned out
to be a pavable proposition? What right
had the Minister to take such matters into
«consideration? There was the Aet, laying
it down specifically how, where, and why
a permit should be grasted. It was not
wilhin the provinee of any Minister to
read into that Aet cousiderations which
were not there laid down.  Again, the
AMinister for Mines had endeavoured to
place the Mame on ihe shoulders of the
ingpeetor. What other action eould the
inspecior have taken when the case was
hefore the rourt in view of the letter read
by the member for Mount Magmet? FHow
ou earth could the inspector have had any
Enowledge of the costs? Why had not
the lawyers, who had reeeived £17 from
the Government for doing nothing, and
whom the Minister had so warmly eulo-
osed—why had they not instructed the
ingpector as to what the costs were? All
that the inspector bad known was that he
had been instructed from Perth noi to
press the case.

Mr. Troy : The whole thing was fixed
up.

Mr. COLLIER: The blame certainly
lay with the firm of solicitors to whom the
department had since had to pay some
£17 in costs. Moreover, one would have
theonght that the Minister would object to
granting an interview te a man against
whom the department was taking legal
proceedings. Why should that man have
been allowed to go inte the Minister’s
office -and privately interview him on the
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guestion of that very prossention? The
only straightforward eowrse which had heen
aopen to the Minister at such a junetnre
was to refer Mr. Brimage to the soliei-
tors in charge of the prosecution. Any-
one whe had lislened Lo the discussiun this
evening could have no other view than
that it was an ab=olutely seandalous ecase.
Was it nsual for a man against whom a
chorge was laid {o be cranted access to
the Minister in ovder that he mizht plead
his ease hefore him?  Again. why should
the Minister have issued instruetivnz so
specific as to the desive for noilhing more
than  a nominal penalty? Surely  the
matier might have been left for the war-
den to decide.

The Minister for Mines: I sent no in-
struelion to the eourt.

Mr., COLLIER: The Minister had sent
instruetions to the inspector who was at-
tending to the prosecution. Why had not
e euse been left to the magistrate?

The Minister for Mines : Because it
was the first ease of the sort.

Mr COLLIER : Although the first
vase of the sort it” had involved a very
serious question. In a eivilised eountry
it was unheard of that a man without an
cngine-driver’s certifieate should he per-
mitted to raise and lower men in a shaft.
The treatment meted out to Mr. Brimage
wag In striking eonirast to the attitude of
the department towards other delinquents.
During last year there had been 19 prose-
cutions under the Mines Regulation .\ef,
and it was noteworthy that of these 15
had heen against employees.

Mr. TROY: The Atiorney General had
said that he (Mr. Troy) made accusations

-azzinst the character of certain profes-

sional gentlemen bhecause of their lean-
ings. The Minister must have dreamed
it.  What he (Mr. Troy) had said was
ihat the inspeclor of mines had been in-
~ttucted to place this case in the hands
of Messrs. Maxwell and Mr. Ackland ;
that it was strange fhat the Crown Law
Ddepartment had not itself attended to the
case and that possibly it was because the
solicitors were personal friends of the
Minister for Mines. The Mipister had
asked why costs should he piled up azainst
Mr, Brimage when Mr. Brimage had
pleaded guilty; Dot it was (o he remein-
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hered that Mr, Brimage had defied the in-
spector and the whole of the Mines De-
partmeni for four months hefore he
pleaded guiliy.  Indeed, he lad only
pleaded wnilty on the adviee of the dlin-
ister for JMines and My, Montgomery.
Mr. Brimage bad oceasioned ihe Mines
Department o Wiy expenditure, * and
in face of this the Attorney General said
he should receive prefevential freatinent.
M. Brimage’s exeuse was lame and in-
consistent. Writing to the inspector, Mr.
Brimage eonfessed his guilt, bul wrged
that he was not aware he was eonunitting
any abuse, seeing that he drove the wind-
ing enzine in the presence of a first-class
driver and thal he was a first-class fiiter
and held a permit from ilie Minister 1o
drive the machinery. Mr. Brimage held
the helief that this permit also nllowed
Keegan to drive under hiz supervision.
There was inconsistency.  The permit
issued by the Minister exempied DMr.
Brimage from the opevration of the Aect
by allowing him {o take charge of the
winding machinery on the Riebinond Gem
nmine for gix months, hut the certifiéate
stated thal it did not empower (he holder
to raizse o lower men, and that before its
expiration the helder was experted to
present himsetf for examination for his
certificate.  The Minister explained Lhat
My, Brimage ¢onld have demanded a cer-
tificaie,

The Minister for Mines: Not .at pre-
sent; but he conld have done so {wo
¥OOUs nuo.

Mr. Seaddan: Not on the papers on
the file,

My, TROY : The permit was dated Lhe
27th Decomber, 1907. Tt was not iwo
vears ago. Bul after Mr. Biimage was
found guilty the Minister issued another
permit under whieh Mr. Brimage was at
present working, Would any other man
reeeive  such  favourable irentmeni?
The more one perused the papers the
more excuses one saw, and the more vne
noticed liow the jnspector had te fight
the Minister, and recognised the fav-
ourable freatment Mce. Brimage re-
ceived.  One could not come fo  any
oiher eonelusion excepl thal Mr. Brim-
age had some extracrdinary influence.
1t was not surprising that the Attorney
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General tried to justify the Minister.
The Attorney General always rushed te
a forlorn hope, One could esteem the
Attorney General for his loyalty to his
collengue, but could not give him eredit
for mueh diseretion. If the Attorney
Gleneral eontinnally made exhibitions of
himself in this way he would lose any
respeet members might have bhad for
him as their legal leader.

Me. S\WAN: There were men who had
served their time a3 filters, ag My, Brim-
age had, and who bad 20 years® experi-
ence as fitters, but could not, if given
five years in which to study, pass the en-
gine-drivers’ examination. He spoke with
some knowledge on the question. The
Minister had not made oui a good ease
why Mr. Brimage had Dbeen given this.
permit and been dealt with so leniently
after hreaking the law.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was no desire
to pursue the argument. He had no
corplaint about Mr. Brimage breaking
the law; his complaint was that My,
Brimage was granted a second permit
after being found guilty of raising and
lowertng men whiehi he was forbidden {o
do by the very words of the Hrst per-
mit. The AMinister would not liave
granted the second permit to any other
man in similar cireumstances:

The Menister for Mimes: 1 explained
the reason, Mr. Brimage gave. He de-
sired to obfain a first-elass certificate,.
and thought le was competent to do it
by serving under a first-class enginhe-
driver.

Mr. SCADDAN- The Minisier was.
restricted in the granting of these per-
mits. They could nnly be issued where
it was not praeticable to obtain Grst--
class drivers. The Minister had, ap-
parently. overlooked the words in the
section prescribing this.

The Minister for Mines: In this ease
we had the report of the inspector re-
commending it.

Mr. SCADDAXN: The Riechmond Gem
mine was not one of those prospecting
shows the Minister desired to protect.
The Minister somewhat abused (he sec-
tion in granting permits of this nature.
Several were granted, aceording {o a re-
turn presented to Parliament, for dis-
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iricts  where qualified engine-drivers
<ould be easily obtained. and in nearly
every case they were for mines where
men were employed below. In this par-
ticular case, just prior to the prosecu-
tion of Mr. Brimage, when Mr. Brimage
or the other person in his employ with-
vat a certificate was on the winding en-
gine, a man nearly lost his life owing to
the driver makinx some mistake. In
spite of what the Minister said, engine-
drivers were always willing to do exira
work. Mining engine-drivers should not
be allowed to leave iheir places while
men were helow. The Minister kad been
very unwise, after My, Brimage had
betrayed his trust, to grant him a fur-
ther permit., He had aiso been too len-
ient in eonection with the action against
that gentleman.

Mr. ANGWIN: Recently the Press
-eomgratulated Mr. Brimage and iwo
other gentlemen coneerned with him
upon the success they had achieved in
a venture in which the Attorney General
now said he had a diffieuity in ngaking both
ends meet. Was special consideration
oiven to Mr. Brimage because he held
a public position in the Siate, ond had
that =entleman beun served the same way
as any other man would have been in
the eireumstances? He could come to no
other conclusion than that, if any or-
dinary man in the State had broken the
law in that way, had led the Minister
astray, and had not kept the trust re-
posed in bim, his permit wounld not have
heen renewed. One had to consider who
was associaled with the man whose
case was being deali with. We must
bear in mind that at times a vote was
very necessary in a certain braneh of
the Legislature, and that therefore
somae considerafion might be paid to a
certain individual; but of all men in the
Parliament of this State, considering the
criticism he had lurled at the head of
one of his colleagnes, Mr. Brimage was
the man who should have refrained
from asking lor eonsideration hiom the
Minister. Those whe had followed Mr.
Brimage’s eareer more particiiarly of
late—perhaps as he saw the Chairman
was about to call him to order he had
hetter not continue tais line of arou-
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ment; anyhow undue favouritism and
consideration had been shown to Mr.
Brimage, particularly in conneetion with
the granting of (lic serond permiit.

Ttem, Chief Inspector of Machinery,
and Chairman of Board of Examiners,
£450:

Mr, SCADDAYN moved:

That the item be struck out.
In respect {o the inspeetion hranel, ve-
cently the Minister had said he was con-
sidering the possibilily of amalgamating
the work of the incpeetors of mines and
machinery.

The Uinister for Mines: I said that a
suggestion in this diveetion had been made
by the Public Service Conunissioner.

Mr., SCADDAN: While it was true
that the inspection of inines and inachi-
nery was costing a considerable sum. still,
if double the amount were spent in the in-
speetion of mines, it would not be too
much. Eeonomies could be effected in
comnection with the inspection of machi-
nery by hringing the district inspectors
under ihe State Mining Fogineer. Some
might object to thai as a great portion
of the machinery in the State was not
connected with the mining industry. At
prezent, however, the hranch was econ-
trolled by the Mines Departuent. The
figures of the Public Service Cotnmis-
sioner showed that the cost of inspecling
machinery was practically the same as
the cost of inspecting mines.

Mr. Butcher: That is not eorrect.

Mr. SCADDAN: As a matter of fact
the cost was greater for the inspection of
machinery. Included in the expenditure
for the inspection of mines was £800 for
the salary of the State Mining Engineer.
That officer made no inspections from the
standpoint of the Mines Regulation Aect;
by the direction of the Minister he sup-
plied reports of the progress, or the pos-
stbilities, of a distriet. At all events £600
of this snm should be deleted from the
Toines inspection item.

The -itorney (feneral: The inspection
of mines costs £3,205.

Mr. SCADDAN: The inspeetion of
machinery cost £3,050, so that the differ-
ence was very small. If we had to take
the fotals supplied by the Public Servics
Commissioner there would have ta be -



1626 Annual Estimates :
cluded the £800 paid to the State Mining
Engineer who was not an inspeetor . of
mines. What be would like to know, too,
was where this officer got lis title of
Cliief Inspector of Mines. As a miniuy
inspecicr  was usually understood, the
State Mining Engineer was not one. The
Chief Inspector of Machinery had with
him. nine oflier inspeciors.

The Minister for Mines: We haye 3,350
boilers.

[Mr. Daglish vesumed the Chair.]

My. SCADDAN: There was no com-
parison between the work of an inspector
of mines and that of an  inspector of
machinery, He would wrge on the Mini-
ster the advisability of further consider-
ing ihe question of amalgamating the
work. It was not possible to get a quali-
fied inspector of machinery who was a
qualified inspector of mines; the two posi-
tions could not be worked satisfactorily,
hut it was possible to amalgamate the two
hranches. LT the distviet inspectors were
wiven sume responsibility i would be
found that they wonld do beiter work. Tt
was his desire to test the feeling of the
Comnittee on the question of the amal-
gamation of the two branches and that
was his reason for moving that the item
be ztruck out. He did not intend to take
exception to the chief inspector’s qualifi-
cations.

The Minister for Mines: 1
with Ins personal qualifications.

Mr. SCADDAN: If the Minister was
going te rush that point he too would say
something about the qualifications, but
what le was most eoncerned about was
that the Committee should recognise that
if there was any possibility of amalgamai-
ing the iwo branches economies would be
made and the work would be more effec-
tive. With regard to the inspection of
bnilers, and the only Inspeetion ever made
by the ehief inspector, it had been proved
by a seleel committee that this officer had
heen largely responsible for the only ex-
plosion which had ever occurred, that ai
the Gwalia mine, All the inspectors who
were examined said fhat they would never
" have granted a certificate knowing the
condition that the boiler was in; yet the

deal

will
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chief inspeetor granted it, with a know-
ledge of the condiiion of that boiler. The
inspectors would prefer in every case (o
take the responsibility of their aetions:
without having to submit everything to
the ehief inspector in Perth. The posi-
tion to-day was that they conld hardly re-
commend Lhe pressure under which a
hoiler might work without aequainting the-
chief inspector in Perth and receiving
liis agreement either by wire or by letter.
With regard to the chief -inspeetor’s
qualifieations he had never shown that he
possessed any ns far as the inspection of
hoilers aud maehinery was concerned. The-
Minister himself had admitied that the
officer had never yet made a report; be
(Mr. Seaddan) would be very much in-
terested in seeing the first he did make.
The officer had not been inside five hoilers
since hig appointment as ehief inspector
of hoilers, 10 years ago. In orvder to test
ihe feeling of the Committee on the mal-
ter he {Mr, Seaddan} was going to press
this to a division,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Any-
one conversant with the inspeetion of
machinery in this State, and with the eon-
ditions under which boilers were worked,
would realise that it was absolutely neces-
sary that there should be someone at the
head of the depariment to supervise and
eontrol the varions inspectors. That be-
ing the case, the question was as o the
gualifieations of the present ehief in-
spector. Mr. Mathews had served an ap-
prenticeship of 5% years o mechani-
cal engineering in New Zealand, after
whieh he had been employed for nearly
two years as hoiler inspector and in eharge-
of & marking-up table. Subsequently he
had been transferred to the locomotive
superintendent’s office, where he remained
for 214 years before coming to Western
Australia and entering the office of the-
Engineer-in-Chief. At a later period Mr.
Mathews had been employed in Mr. Job-
son’s office in eonneetion with the Gold-
fields Water Supply, and it had been up-
on the recommendation of the late C. ¥.
O’Counor that he received the appoint-
ment of Chief Inspector of Boilers, to be-
cone later on Chief Inspector of Ma-
chinery. During last vear 3,330 examina-
tions of boilers and 2,622 examinations of



Annual Estimales :

wachinery bad been made. He (the
Minister) admitted with the member for
Ivanhoue ihat in respect to the detail work
of the department more respousibility
should be thrown upon the distrvict officers.
There zhould not be necessity for sending
details tov Perth. By correcting this econo-
mies could be effected, and it might even
he found possible to do away with several
inspectors,  Only a little while agv the
deparunent had asked that another in-
spector should be appointed; not only
had he refused the applicaiion Tt "he Tad
reduced the number of inspectors.  The
chief . inspector still held that additional
officers were necessary, but he (the Mini-
ster) on the other hand contended that
the department could be run at reduced
expense. Not being in a position fo put
his opinion against that of the chief in-
spector he had done the next best thing
by arranging for a board of a couple of
departinental engineers to examine into
the work of the department and veport lo
him. Me thought it would he wise if
more rexponsibilify were thrown upon the
ofticers on the goldfields, and if they were
allowed to keep their own recovds in [Beir
various offices. Ti (hen would-be the Jduty
of the chief inspector to go from district
to district and examine the work donc by
these officers, and by that means expense
would he saved and a good deal more work
done. He (the Minister) desired to cor-
rect the member for Ivanhoe in the sfate-
ment made in eonneetion with the engiue-
drivers’ examination board and the charges
which were being made, namely, that the
cost was much greater than was shown
on the Estimates and that the travelling
expenses of ihe chief inspector were not
there shown. He (the Minister) wanted
to assure the hon. member that all travel-
ling expenses, in faet all items properly
chargeable, were so charged, and that eon-
sequently the information he (Mr. Scad-
dan) had received was absolutely incor-
reet. In regard to the departmeat, he
thought it could be claimed that partien-
larly good work was being done. Thers
had heen one explosion at Leonora, for-
tunately unattended by any serious re-
snlts. That was the one aecident in enn-
nection with the depariment during all thae
vears of inspection in Western Australia.
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In no other State in Awustralia were tbe
difficulties and dangers in conneetion with
the use of boilers quite so great.  The
waters in Western Australia were charged
witl salt and other chemicals, which had
a very harmful effect on the boilers: yel
there had not been a single instance of
loss of life, or even of serious accident.
In the other States there were many acei-
dents, though, as a rule, better water conlil
be obtained for the boilers.

Mr, Scaddan: The ecredit should be
given fo the inspectors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : We
must in the first place give the credit to
the chief nspector for having appointed
The chiet inspector was
rather too fond of detail, and this fond-
ness increased the expenses of the depart-
ment, but we could not do without a
chief inspector. We must first prove that
the officer was unfitted to fulfil his duties,
or that he was inecompetent, before we
could  accept  the amendinent the hon.
member brought forward. The records
of the office showed that the work had
heen efliciently and well carvied out.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was regrettable
the dinister found it neeessary to deal
with the qualifications of the chief in-
spector. One had no desire to deal with
that aspect of the question, bui simply
to confine the issue to whether we would
abolish the braneh and aitach the duties
to the work of inspecting mines. The
gelect comnittee that inquired into the ae-
cident at Gwalia found that the chief
inspector was largely responsible for it.
If anything went wrong the chief in-
spector shifted the responsihility on io
the inspector, and did so in this case in
spite of having issued instructions to give
certificates on working inspections. These-
inspectors ecarried out their work under
great difficulties in the outback distriets,
and it was to them the eredit was due
for the absence of serious aceidents. How-
ever, the chief inspector took all the eredit
and where there was any responsibility
shouldered it on to the inspectors, dis-
missing one man for earrving out the
instructions he (fhe chief inspector) is-
sued.  There was no evidence that the
Minister had censured the chief inspec-
tor over the Gwalia accident. The chief
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inspeetor came here from New Zealand,
and it was evident from his papers that
from a practical standpoint Le was not
tualified; there was no evidence that he
had done any practieal work, hecanse
after getting his theoretical certificates,
he had obtained a position as record clerk,
with which qualification he came to West-
ern Australia, heing immediately pitch-
forked into the position of Chief Inspec-
tor of Roilers of this State. If was not
long before the officer gathered power
and hecame Chief Inspector of Machin-
ery and Boilers, and now he was down
for a maximum salary of £600 a year.

The Minister for Mines: Mr. C. Y.
O'Connor recommended him.

Mr. SCADDAN: One would not pit
his opinion against Mr. C. Y. (’Connor’s,
‘but Mr. 0’Connor did not recommed this
officer as Chief Inspectory of Machinery;
only as Chief Inspector of Boilers.

The Minister for Mines: And that is
of more importance.

My. SCADDAN: It was an important
branch, but on some of the mines at Kal-
goorlie inspectors were required to have
a greater knowledge of machinery than
hoilers. It was said the winding mach-
inery at Kalgoorlie was not excelled in
any other part of the world. The chief
inspector had not thai knowledge fitting
liim for the position. This was shown
hy some of the evidence given
before the select committee appointed
to inquire into the accident at Gwalia.
The evidence given by the ebief inspector
showed clearly that he was not a practi-
cal man at his work. If he had to take
over a district Mr. Mathews would tail
miserably, for he would be unable to dis-
-cover the weaknesses of a boiler or make
a proper reporf. If the changes he (Mr.
Scaddan) had suggested were made some-
one eould be retained in Perth under the
State Mining Engineer to control the in-
spectors.  The chief inspeetor should be
wviven outside work to see if he were prae-
tically, as well as theoretically, qualified
for his posifion. Certainly all informa-
tion as to hoilers could he obtained in
‘Perih, but it was not needed there.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resunit:..

Ayes .. .. .. 15
Noes - - .18 .
Majority against 3
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr. GtLoghlen
Mr. Bolton ‘| Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier AMr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Walker
Mr, Heltwabpp Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr, Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
NogEs,
Mr. Barnett Mr. Hayward
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr, Butcher Mr, Keenan
Mr. Carson Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Osborn
Mr. Draper Mr. Piesse
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Prica
Mr. Gregory My, F, Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Gordon
£ sF - (Teller).

Anendment thos negatived.

Item, Inspectors, £2,412:

Mr. ANGWIN: Provision had bheen
made for eight inspectors, but if it was
true that one of these inspeetors spent
a good deal of his time in the office, could
not a elerk be given the clerical duties
so that the inspector might he enabled to
zo out and perform inspection duties,
Then, too, if that were done it might be
possible to do with oue inspector less.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Committee had alveady been informed
that it was- his intention to have an in-
quiry made to see whether it was possible
to prevent the detail work from being
sent to Perth. If that was possible he
hoped to be able to make a big reduction,

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.27 p.m.



